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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:30-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Under One Roof” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Arman Bedonian, Anthony Picone, Noone Janjigian  

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Romans 8:31-.10:4. Matthew 13:24-30 

 

FIFTH SNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Feast of the Discovery of St. Mary’s Jewel Box 

º ÎÇõñ³Ï¿ ½ÏÝÇ Ðá·»·³Éëï»³Ý£  
¶Çõï î÷áÛ êñµáõÑõáÛ ²ëïáõ³Í³ÍÝÇ   

 
Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak.  



FEAST OF THE DISCOVERY OF ST. MARY’S JEWEL BOX 
St. Mary was the daughter of Joachim and Anna of Nazareth 
(originally Bethlehem). Anna, being barren, prayed and made special 
vows for a child. She then had her only child, a daughter named 
Mariam (or Mary). Although Mary was born naturally (having both a 
father and mother) she is considered morally pure and immaculate. It 
is for this reason that the church not only celebrates her birth but also 
her conception, which the Armenian and the Greek Orthodox 
churches celebrate on December 9th. According to the teaching of the 
Armenian Church, at the time of the Annunciation when the Holy 
Spirit entered her, she was cleansed of all sin (original sin) as she was 
to be the vessel in which God manifest was to be incarnated. Only 
those aspects of St. Mary's life which are directly related to Christ are 
mentioned in the Holy Gospels. After the Ascension of her divine son, 
the remainder of Mary's life comes to us through tradition. It states she 
lived out the rest of her days in Jerusalem, cared for by St. John the 
Evangelist. She died in Jerusalem some 15 years after Christ's Ascen-
sion and was buried in her family tomb in Gethsemane.  
This Sunday, the Armenian Church is celebrating one of the eight 
feasts devoted to St. Mary, the Holy Mother of God: the Discovery of 
Her Jewel Box. Quite an unusual item for St. Mary, when we think of 
her immense piety and devotion to her Son, Jesus. Like many saints, 
her earthly possessions became articles of pious devotion. According 
to holy traditions, the "jewel" box was actually a simple wooden con-
tainer in which she kept her veil - her "jewel" of piety. After St. Mary's 
Assumption into Heaven (Feast Day -August 15), many sick people 
who came in contact with the box were healed. The box was eventu-
ally transferred from Galilee to the Cathedral of the Holy Mother-of-
God in Istanbul. 

¶Çõï î÷áÛ êñµáõÑõáÛ ²ëïáõ³Í³ÍÝÇ  
Ավանդության համաձայն`Սբ. Աստվածածնի տուփը, որտեղ 
պահվել է Տիրամոր գլխանոցը, հայտնաբերել են երկու հույն 
իշխաններ, որոնք Երուսաղեմ ուխտի գնալիս Գալիլիայում մի հրեա 
կնոջ մոտ տեսնում են տուփը, որի զորությամբ հիվանդներ էին 
բժշկվում: Տուփը փոխելով իր կրկնօրինակով՝ երիտասարդներն այն 
բերում են Կ. Պոլիս և հանձնում պատրիարքին: Պատրիարքը 
տուփը զետեղում է Ս. Աստվածածին եկեղեցում և հաստատում Ս. 
Աստվածածնի տուփի գյուտի տոնը: 
Այս տոնը Հայ Առաքելական Եկեղեցին սկսել է տոնել 18-րդ դարից՝ 
Սիմեոն Երևանցի կաթողիկոսի կարգադրությամբ: 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The first reading is from the Letter of Romans 8:31-10:4 
 
What then shall we say to this?  If God is for us, who is against 
us?  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, will he not also give us all things with him?  Who shall 
bring any charge against God's elect?  It is God who justifies; 
who is to condemn?  Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who in-
deed intercedes for us?  Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your 
sake we are being killed all day long; we are regarded as sheep 
to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am sure that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ ac-
cording to Matthew 13:24-30 
 
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field; but 
while men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and went away. So when the plants came up 
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants 
of the householder came and said to him, `Sir, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then has it weeds?'  He said to 
them, “An enemy has done this.” The servants said to him, 
`Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But he said, `No; 
lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with 
them. Let both grow together until the harvest; and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 
barn.”  



Michigan Museum Welcomes Armenian Khatchkar 
Last Saturday, on June 16, 
2018 an Armenian khatchkar 
became an exhibit in the 
sculpture garden of the 
Kruizenga Museum in Hol-
land, MI. The family of mu-
seum sponsors Richard and 
Margaret Kruizenga were on 
hand for the ceremony, dur-
ing which a replica of a 16th-
century "cross-stone" was 
dedicated by Fr. Garabed Ko-
chakian, retired former pastor 

of the St. John Church of Southfield, MI. 
The khatchkar was a gift of Derek and Sylvia Kruizenga, members of 
the St. Gregory the Enlightener Church of White Plains, NY. Mr. 
Kruizenga’s family are the benefactors of the museum known for its 
inventory of fine paintings, sculptures, and eclectic pieces. Family 
members and the museum’s director Charles Mason were on hand for 
the unveiling, as were the artist Artak Hambarzumyan and some 75 
guests, including Armenians from the state’s Grand Rapids and Lans-
ing areas.  
At a reception following the blessing, Fr. Kochakian-an art historian 
himself-spoke briefly about the significance of khatchkars in Arme-
nian faith and culture.  



Honor your loved ones by donating an en-
graved leaf on the  

St. Gregory TREE OF LOVE 
Children, Grandchildren, Parents,  
Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles …  

Each brass leaf will be custom engraved to honor your loved one(s).  
No limit on how many you can purchase!  

This is a wonderful way to honor a special occasion, milestone event, 
marriage, new baby, “in tribute to”, “in memory of”, etc.   

Each leaf is 2”x 3” and can be engraved with 20 characters  
on each of four lines. The cost per leaf is $500.  

(payable to:  St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church) 
For each leaf sold the Parish Council will donate $10 to the  

ACYOA Juniors. 

Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Arshaluys Kaleli, Girair Poladian, Agnes Krikorian, 

Rev. Fr. Shnork Souin, Gloria Ohanian, Gloria Kouzoujian,  
Bernard & Lucy Tepikian, Diane Davidian,  

Frank Barrett (Ellie Krolian’s father) 
 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 
grant them good health & recovery. 

Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 
any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 2017-2018:  
If you know of any St. Gregory parishioners graduating 
from high school, college, or graduate school this 
spring, please notify (or pass the word along and have 
them notify) the church office or Der Hayr by calling 

914-428-2595 or emailing saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com.  
Please share with us the student’s name, school, special achievements, future 
plans, etc., so we may share our pride in their accomplishments with our 
entire parish in the Enlightener newsletter. 

Congratulations to all graduates. 



CALLING ALL PARISHIONERSCALLING ALL PARISHIONERSCALLING ALL PARISHIONERS!   
The Parish Council invites you to be a part of our growing 

community!  There are so many ways to get involved at our 
thriving church!  One of the easiest ways is to host  

Coffee Hour!  
Hosting Coffee Hour is very simple and fun too!   

Please email Lauren Kayaian at teaticket67@netscape.net   
or call at 917-887-4037 if you are interested or have any questions.   

Looking forward to hearing from you all!  
The Parish Council 





Today 
Divine Liturgy.  

WG General Meeting scheduled for today is 
POSTPONED to a later date.  

July 15,  
Sunday 

All-American BBQ, WG Fundraiser to  
benefit Fuller Center for Housing in Armenia 

August 12, 
Sunday 

Feast of the Assumption of the  
Holy Mother of God.  

Blessing of the Grapes service. 

August  
20-31 

“MER DOON” Summer Camp 
Detailed flyer can be found inside 

September 16, 
Sunday 

FAMILY “FALL FAIR” & ARMENIAN PICNIC 
The flyer can be found inside. 

October 13/14, 
Satr.—Sunday 

Art Show and Fundraiser 
By Cultural Committee. Details to follow. 

October 18, 
Thursday 

Women’s Guild:  
Author’s night with Nancy Kricorian. 

Details to follow. 

July 8,  
Sunday 

Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord  
(Vartavar) 

August  
5, 12, 19, 
Sunday 

Celebrant: Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian  
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy on these Sundays 

as Fr. Mesrob will be traveling to Armenia. 


