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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:30-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Under One Roof” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Fram Cehreci, Greg Sahagian 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Hebrews 13:18-25. Luke 22:24-30 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Հիսնակի Վեցերորդ Կիրակի 

ÞÝáñÑ³õáñ Üáñ î³ñÇ »õ êáõñµ ÌÝáõÝ¹ 
Happy New Year &  
Merry Christmas! 
Dear Parishioners, 

In the coming year, may God be-
stow His blessings upon you, shine 
the light of His love on your homes 
and grant health and happiness to 

you and your loved ones. 
 

May the joyous announcement of 
Christ’s birth resound in our hearts 

throughout the coming year! 
Peace and love upon all of us  

throughout the  
New Year.  



The Blessing of Pomegranates  
The pomegranate is considered by many faith traditions to be the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge and a symbol of abundance and life.  
In 2015 His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians, blessed 
pomegranates in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin for the first 
time and established it as an annual tradition on New Year’s Eve (or 
day).  
The custom of blessing fruits was known among the Israelites. The 
Jews offered to the Temple the first harvest, which included wheat, 
barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and honey.  

In nations of the Eastern, the pomegranate is considered to be the 
king of all fruits, not only because of its pleasing taste and medicinal 
properties, but also because the top of the pomegranate resembles a 
crown. Some believe that the design of ancient royal crowns was 
based on the pomegranate "crown".  

The pomegranate has been known in the East from the 12th to the 7th 
centuries BC. Because Cartagena was known for its pomegranates, 
the ancient Romans called the pomegranate malum punicum 
‘Cartagena (Phoenician) apple’ and malum granatum ‘granular ap-
ple’.  
As a national symbol, the pomegranate has been widely used in Ar-
menian architecture, carpet weaving, arts and crafts and manuscripts 
illuminated by Gregory Khlatetsi, Toros Taronatsi, Toros Roslin, and 
in the Haghpat and other Gospels.  

In Christianity the pomegranate symbolizes the diversity of God's 
grace, the Church. Just as the seeds of the pomegranate are separated 
by thin membranes yet held tightly together, in the same way the 
Christian Church holds all Christians around the world together in 
Christ’s love; though they are separate, they are not divided. Thus the 
pomegranate shows unity in diversity.  

The pomegranate’s crown represents Jesus’ crown and His sovereign-
ty over the entire world. The red color symbolizes His salvific Blood 
that was shed for all. The popular belief is that each one contains 365 
seeds corresponding to the number of days in a year, symbolizing 
new life in Christ and the New Year.  



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The first reading is from the Epistle for St. Paul to Hebrews(13:18-25)  
Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to 
live honorably in every way. I particularly urge you to pray so that I 
may be restored to you soon. 
Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal cove-
nant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may 
he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Brothers and sisters, I urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for 
in fact I have written to you quite briefly. 
I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he 
arrives soon, I will come with him to see you. 
Greet all your leaders and all the Lord’s people. Those from Italy send 
you their greetings. 
Grace be with you all. 
The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to 
Luke (22:24-30) 
A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to 
be greatest. Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over 
them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Bene-
factors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you 
should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who 
serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who 
serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one 
who serves. You are those who have stood by me in my trials. And I con-
fer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that 
you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Շնորհաւոր Նոր Տարի եւ Սուրբ Ծնունդ 
Սիրելի ծխականներ, 

Սրտանց կը շնորհաւորենք բոլորի Նոր Տարին եւ Սուրբ Ծնունդը: 
Թող այս նոր տարուան ընթացքին Աստուած իր օրհնութիւնները 

բաշխէ ձեզ բոլորին, իր սիրոյ լոյսը փայլեցնէ ձեր տուներէն ներս, եւ 
առողջութիւն ու երջանկութիւն պարգեւէ ձեզ եւ ձեր սիրելիներուն:  

 Թող մեր Տէր Յիսուս Քրիստոսի ծննդեան բարի աւետիսը շարունակէ 
ըլլալ մեր սիրտերուն մէջ  

ամբողջ տարուան ընթացքին:  
Տ. Մեսրոպ եւ Ծխական Խորհուրդ 



ACOLYTE TRAINING PROGRAM 
All boys (ages 8 and over) and girls (ages 8-12) who are interested in be-

coming altar servers are encouraged to speak with Fr. Mesrob. 
The Acolyte’s Training Program is tailored for young boys/girls who would 
like to learn to participate in the liturgical services of the Armenian Church 
as altar servers. Knowledge of Armenian Language is not a prerequisite for 

serving on the altar.  
For more information or sign up your child(ren) please talk to Fr. Mesrob 

Cell # 804-405-9399 or email  fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  

ԻՒՂԱԳԻՆ - YUGHAKIN 
Ըստ Հին Կտակարանի, տաճարներուն մէջ կանթեղները ձէթով կը 
վառուէին: Հաւատացեալները այդ նպատակին համար ձէթ կամ իւղ 
կը բերէին եկեղեցի: Իւղագինը, ուրեմն, եկեղեցի բերուած ձէթին 
արժեգինն է, որ կ’ապահովէ եկեղեցւոյ ներքին լուսաւորութիւնը: 
Եկեղեցւոյս հովիւն ու ծխական խորհուրդը շնորհակալութիւն կը 
յայտնեն անցեալի ձեր նուիրատուութեանց համար: Կը յուսանք այս 
տարի եւս ձեր առատաձեռն Իւղագինի նուէրները պիտի 
բարեհաճիք ուղարկել եկեղեցւոյս հասցէին ներփակեալ ծրարով: 
  
Christmas Yughakin tradition is an ancient custom which goes back to the 
Old Testament times.  The faithful would bring oil to the temple of God so 
its servants would have enough to eat.  Later this custom became a part of 
the Christian religion when oil was brought to church by the believers in 
order to illuminate it by lighting the candles. 
Today, yugh-a-kin (yugh-oil, kin-price) is simply the price or value of oil 
donated to the church, or in our era, the cost of our Church utilities. 
The Pastor and the Parish Council of S. Gregory thank you for your support 
in the past years. We hope you will continue generously supporting our 
yughakin donations this year as well. Please send in your donations in the 
enclosed envelope to the church address. 

Save the Date - January 8th 
7 - 8:45 pm 

 
Chris Bohjalian will be bringing  

The Flight Attendant paperback book tour  
to the Cole Auditorium at the Greenwich Library in  

Greenwich, CT.  
Please join us! 



DO NOT MISS  
Landmark Exhibition at The Met  

Medieval Armenia  
SEPTEMBER 22, 2018– JANUARY 13, 2019 

ARMENIAN POP UP MUSIC AT THE MET 
On Friday, January 4, 2019 at 2 pm, 4 pm, and 6 pm Instead of Byz-
antine Pop-Ups The Axion Estin Foundation will present three Arme-
nian Pop-Up concerts at 2 pm, 4 pm, and 6 pm at The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in collaboration with MetLiveArts. The 2pm and 6pm 
performances will occur in Gallery 199, while the 4pm performance 
will occur at Gallery 305. This is part of the Armenian exhibit at the 
Met, which has been for the Armenian community as monumental as 
the “Glory of Byzantium” (1997) was for the Greek community.  



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Arshaluys Kaleli, Girair Poladian, Agnes Krikorian, 

Gloria Ohanian, Bernard & Lucy Tepikian,  
Diane Davidian, Ann Devejian 

 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 
grant them good health & recovery. 

Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 
any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church membership 
(voting) dues for 2018, please do so before the end of December to 
ensure your status and the right to participate in the upcoming An-
nual Assembly.   
According to Diocesan Bylaws, payments received after Jan 1, 2019 
will be credited towards 2019 dues and you will not be eligible to 
participate in the voting in the upcoming Parish Assembly in Feb-
ruary of 2019.  We want your vote to be heard so please be sure to 
renew your membership.  

 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

The Christmas season is upon us again and the time has 
come to adorn our Holy Altar and Sanctuary with beautiful 
Poinsettia plants.  
Parishioners who wish to make donation towards the pur-

chase of poinsettias to decorate the altar and the sanctuary can give 
their donations to the Parish Council members or mail it to the church 
office. Thank you. 



Pomegranates Donation 
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to Derek and Sylvia Kruizenga 
for donating the pomegranates for today’s service.  
“And through this blessed fruit we shall receive in our spirit the intel-
ligible grace of Your blessings our Lord.” (excerpt from the prayer). 



Today 
Divine Liturgy.  

Blessing of Pomegranates Service to follow 
immediately the Liturgy. 

January 5, 
2019  

Saturday 

EVE OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY  
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST -  

J’RAKALOOYTZ  
Reading of Holy Scriptures by Armenian School & 

Sunday School students  - 6:00-6:30 pm    
Divine Liturgy of Light -  

J’rakalootzee Soorp Badarak  - 6:30-7:45 pm   

January 6, 
2019 

Sunday 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY 
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Matins - Singing Armenian Christmas Hymns 
9:45am  

Christmas Badarak & Blessing of Water Service 
10:15am—Followed by Christmas Brunch  

January 12, 
Saturday 

ACYOA Seniors & Juniors 
Sports Night: Dodgeball game—4:30pm 

ALL Youth are welcome to join. 

January 13, 
Sunday 

Presentation by Vrej & Marie Yapoujian 
KidsSight: Vision Screening Mission in Armenia 

Immediately following the Divine Liturgy 

 Requiem Service will be offered for the souls of:  
 

Mari Yelegen  
By: Misak & Arsen Yelegen & the Family 

 

Gerard Cesar Polissedjian (32 yrs), Marie Azniv  
Polissedjian (7 yrs) 

By: Martine Polissedjian-Roussel 
 

May God rest their souls in His eternal peace and presence and 
grant his loved ones the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 


