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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

The year of “100 Years of Remembrance: 1915-2015” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Arman Bedonian, Hagop Meneshian, & Mike Pisani 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Galatians 6:14‑18, John 3:13‑21 

 

 Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak.  

ì»ñ³óáõÙÝ ê. Ê³ãÇ 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross 



The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing.   

But to us who are being saved, it is the power of God.”  (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

Every autumn, the Armenian Church celebrates the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross -- one of the five major feasts of the Church, and the most important 
of the four feasts of the Holy Cross.  Other traditional churches commemo-
rate this feast on September 14 while the Armenian Orthodox Church cele-
brates it on the Sunday closest to the 14th.  
The Exaltation, known as Khachverats in Armenian, is connected with sev-
eral historical events, each of which involves the "raising up" or glorification 
of the cross.  Recorded in ecclesiastical chronicles and in accordance with 
Holy Tradition, the Holy Cross was ceremoniously elevated only on three 
occasions before the faithful for veneration. The third and most auspicious 
occasion on which the Holy Cross was elevated and venerated was upon its 
return from captivity. In 610, King Khosrov of Persia waged war against 
Emperor Heracle of Byzantium, conquered Jerusalem, and took the Holy 
Cross into captivity to Persia in 614 A.D. as a trophy of their victory.  
The capture of the Holy Cross aroused an intense religious fervor among all 
Christians, who set aside their national interests and cultural differences, and 
banded together in a great crusade to recover the Cross. Heracle regrouped 
and went against the Persians again. At that time, the general of the Arme-
nian troops was Mjejh Knouni who also managed to gather troops from Per-
sian Armenia. Khosrov suffered a great defeat and the Holy Cross was re-
turned to the Christians in 629. Its ceremonious journey from Persia to 
Garin, in historic Armenia and from Garin to Constantinople and finally 
back to Jerusalem was extremely emotion-evoking; the Cross was elevated 
constantly along the way to provide spiritual comfort for the faithful. It was 
regarded by all Christians to be the sacred symbol for pious worship. 
In our church, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross takes place with 
great solemnity and includes the ritual of the Procession and Blessing of the 
Four Corners of the Earth, or Antasdan. It is most likely that this particular 
ritual reflects the deep feeling and emotion aroused in Armenia when the 
Holy Cross was elevated and brought through it on its return to Jerusalem 
from Persian captivity. 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  
The reading is from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians 
(6:14 18) 
But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to 
the world.  For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor un-



 IT’S HARVEST TIME 
It is time to remember those housed in shelters right here 
in our own town. Please be generous with non-perishable 

items to fill our local food pantries.   
Thank you and God bless you! 

Gail Keyishian, Outreach Committee 

circumcision, but a new creation.  Peace and mercy be upon all 
who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. 
Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the 
marks of Jesus.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit, brethren.  Amen.  
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORD-
ING TO JOHN (3:13 21) 
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
“No one has ascended into heaven except the one who de-
scended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life.  Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.  Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they 
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  And this 
is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and peo-
ple loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil.  For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the 
light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.  But those who do 
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
their deeds have been done in God.”  

 SEPTEMBER 13, SUNDAY 
Trumbull Armenian Church’s Picnic—12:00 to 4:00 PM 

1460 Huntington Turnpike, Trumbull, CT 06611 



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Dimitru Andriano, Sam Hagopian, Arshaluys Kaleli,  

Gale Perzigian, Agnes Bostonian 
 as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, 
and grant them good health & recovery. 

 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffer-
ing any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and 
he will add them to his prayer list where they will be remembered 

before “the Holy and Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 



 



Reserve your ticket(s) with Gladys Tachdjian - 914-934-1551, 
tach54@aol.com  by September 20, 2015. 

 
Please mail your check payable to St. Gregory the Enlightener Ar-

menian Church.  Memo: The Hye Legion tickets. 



BIBLE STUDY  
Come to explore together the pathways of the New Testament and 
to increase our faith and spiritual fulfillment through study of the 
Holy Scriptures led by Der Mesrob Hovsepyan.  
 

The next Bible Study session: 
September 24th, Thursday - 10:00-11:00 AM  

 
Feel free to join our group.  



Today Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.   
Antasdan Service 

After Badarak, the order of Antasdan will take place, 
when the four corners of the earth are blessed with a 

cross decorated with sweet basil. Basil is considered a 
royal spice -- in Greek it means “king.” At the end of 

today’s service, faithful are invited to come forward to 
kiss the Holy Cross and take sprigs of basil home with 

them as tokens of Christ’s Victory. 
 

First day of Sunday School.  
Registration & School opening. 

 

Documentary Screening: “Orphans of the Genocide” 
following the service. 

September 19, 
Saturday 

First day of Armenian School.  
Registration & School opening. 

September 20,  
Sunday 

FAMILY “FALL FAIR” & ARMENIAN PICNIK 
Details inside of the bulletin. 

September 21-
December 7 

Announcing the start of the Fall classes of the  
Armenian Language & Culture. 

Contact Fr. Karekin Kasparian for registration. 

September 27, 
Sunday 

Sign up for Junior Choir—All Youth of the Par-
ish ages 5 and above are welcome! 

October 4, 
Sunday 

“THE HYE LEGION: THE GAMAVOR STORY”  
A Musical by The Way We Were  

Theater Ensemble. Details inside of the bulletin. 

November 1, 
Sunday 

Michelle Ekizian's presentation of the  
Gorky Virtual Opera.  

November 
14/15 

Bake Sale  
Sponsored by Women’s Guild 


