
NOVEMBER 24, 2019 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

ՆՈՅԵՄԲԵՐ  24, 2019  ՅԻՍՆԱԿԻ ԱՌԱՋԻՆ ԿԻՐԱԿԻ 

FR. MESROB HOVSEPYAN, PASTOR MORNING SERVICE: 

DIVINE LITURGY: 

YEAR OF THE FAMILY 
2019  

9:45 A.M. 

10:15 A.M. 

PC MEMBERS ON DUTY: 

Chris Bonfiglio 
Ellie Krolian 
Edik Eskandarian 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
Luke 12:13-31 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

WELCOME TO 

ST. GREGORY  
THE ENLIGHTENER   

ARMENIAN CHURCH 
êàôð´ ¶ðÆ¶àð Èàôê²ôàðÆâ 

Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak. 

Our address: 
  

Office hours: 
  

Contact us:  

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605, www.stgregorywp.com 
  

Tuesday-Friday 9a.m.-3p.m., Mondays closed. 
 

Office: (914) 428-2595, saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com 
Fr. Mesrob: (804) 405-9399, fr.mesrob@yahoo.com 



     
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

COMMEMORATION OF STS. GREGORY THE THAUMA-
TURGE, PONTIFF NIKOGHAYOS AND BISHOP MURON 

St. Gregory the Thaumaturge (Wonderworker) was born in the 
town Neocaesaria of Pontos (Sebastia), in the family of a noble-
man, in about 210 AD. Gregory was going to study jurispru-
dence and rhetoric, but another way was predetermined by 
God for him and his brother. Gregory and his brother receive 
education in Athens and then in Palestinian Caesaria. Their 
teacher was Vorogines who was one of the most prominent 
Christian scientists of that time. Returning to Neocaesaria, he is 
ordained as the Bishop of the town. According to the tradition 
during the period of Gregory’s ordination there were hardly 17 
Christians in Neocaesaria, and when he passed away there 
were only 17 heathens. He has deserved the epithet 
“Thaumaturge” for the numerous miracles relating to his name 
and reputation. St. Gregory is also the author of many theologi-
cal works. He passed away in 270 AD. 
Pontiff Nikoghayos (Nicholas the Bishop) was born in the town 
Batara (presently nearby Antalia), in the province of Likia, in 
Asia Minor. His rich and pious parents pass away when he was 
a baby, and he is brought up and educated by his Uncle Bishop 
Nikoghayos Yerets. The evangelical commandment: “... sell all 
you have and give the money to the poor...” (The Gospel ac-
cording to Mathew 19:21) becomes the essence of the life of Ni-
koghayos. He takes care of the poor, the sick, the prisoners and 
the orphans. By the will of the people he becomes the Bishop of 
Smyrna. During the period of Christians’ persecutions he is ex-
iled, but however, continues to preach the Gospel everywhere. 
After the establishment of peace, he returns to his residence 
and participates in the Ecumenical Council of Nicaea in 325 Ad. 
He has passed away in 326 AD. He is one of the most beloved 
saints of the Universal Church and is more famous by the name 
Santa Claus. 
Bishop Muron (Myron) was born in about 350 AD. He was a 
great wonder-worker and was familiar for his mercy and chari-
ty. During the period of Christians’ persecutions, When St, 
Muron was the Bishop of Crete, he impatiently waiting for his 
martyrdom, supports and encourages everybody, By the will of 
God he lives up to old age and passes away at the age of 100. 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The first reading is from the First Letter of Paul to  
Thessalonians  (1:1-10) 
We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in 
our prayers. We remember before our God and Father your work 
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endur-
ance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has cho-
sen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words 
but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You 
know how we lived among you for your sake. You became imita-
tors of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the 
midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And 
so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Mace-
donia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known every-
where. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, for they 
themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell 
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
 
The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ 
according to Luke (12:13-31) 
Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you 
will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have 
no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more 
valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to your life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, 
why do you worry about the rest? 
“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. 
Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed 
like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how 
much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not set 
your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about 
it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Fa-
ther knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these 
things will be given to you as well. 



TRIP TO ARMENIA 
DISCOVER OUR MOTHER LAND  

THROUGH YOUR EYES 
SAVE THE DATE:  

JUNE 28  – JULY 11, 2020 

 
Trip will include: 

City tour, Garni & Geghard, Gyumri & Harijavanq, 
Sevan & Dilijan, Lori,  Khor Virap & Noravank, Goris

- Tatev, Jermuk, Ashtarak, Oshagan & Amberd and 
more. 

 
More detailed itinerary to follow… 

Contact Fr. Mesrob for the details or to sign up for 
the trip. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE IS 
LOOKING FOR CANDIDATES 

Our Nominating Committee has started 
asking our members if they wish to run 
for Parish Council, Nominating Com-
mittee and/or Auditing committee. 
The Nominating Committee members 
are: Yn. Dawn Kasparian, Alice Leyle-

gian, Janet Ozsolak, and Steve Sirabian. 
We encourage all our members to consider committing their time 
to serve on Parish Council or other committees. If you would like 
to be nominated, please speak to the nominating committee mem-
bers or to Der Hayr.  The Parish Assembly date TBA. Members and 
non-members are welcome to attend. 



Mekhitarist Monastery Damaged in Flood 
The Italian city of 
Venice suffered a 
near-record tide last 
week, with flood 
waters peaking at 
more than six feet 
above the bench-
mark level—the 
highest in 50 years—
thereby posing a 
threat to the city’s 
famous Renaissance 

architecture. Among the structures suffering damage in the 
flood was the Armenian Catholic monastery on the Island of 
San Lazzaro, home to the Mekhitarist congregation of 
monks. 
According to monastery officials, the flood waters caused 
significant damage to the lower stories of the monastic com-
plex, which were subjected to waves so strong that they 
broke the outer walls of the island. The upper floors remain 
intact, however, along with the valuable artifacts and vol-
umes housed in them. 
The Mekhitarist monastic brotherhood, founded in 1717 by 
Abbot Mekhitar of Sebastia, is one of the great historic cen-
ters of Armenian learning, universally admired for promoting 
and preserving the scholarly study of Armenian language and 
history. 
With the flood waters now receding, the Mekhitarist bro-
therhood expressed gratitude to all Armenians who showed 
solidarity and support for the San Lazzaro monastery in its 
time of need. Repairing the damage will be a substantial un-
dertaking, however, which will need to address strengthen-
ing the existing protections of the island against the expec-
tation of high flood levels in the future. 
At the direction of Diocesan Primate Bishop Daniel Findiky-
an, all parishes in the Eastern Diocese will conduct a special 
plate collection this Sunday to benefit the relief and repair 
efforts on San Lazzaro. 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
Today, please take a moment to remember in 

your prayers  
Arshaluys Kaleli, Girair Poladian, 

Gloria Ohanian, Ann Devejian,  
Armen & Theodora Mirakian 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, 
and grant them good health & recovery. 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are 
suffering any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of 
prayer, and he will add them to this prayer list where they 
will be remembered before “the Holy and Immortal Lamb of 
God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for 
us. 



Correction to the ENLIGHTENER Newsletter,  
Vol. 49, No. 2 issue 

 
On page 21st under Funerals section should’ve been included: 

July 18 
MAIDA AGHABABIAN BASIL   

 
We regret the omission and have made the correction in the 

digital file of the newsletter.  

Dear Parishioners, 
The Art Show, sponsored by the Cultural Committee, is fea-
turing five talented members of our community.  
Please take some time to view their creative artwork during 
the next two weeks. 
Our church will benefit with a percentage of all purchases 
made.   



CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

TODAY Divine Liturgy.  
Guest Celebrant:  Bishop Vahan Hovhannisian, 

Primate of the Diocese of France. 
 

Art Show and Fundraiser 
11 am - 2 pm 

Sponsored by the Cultural Committee 
 

Women's Guild FOOD SALE Delicious home-
made Armenian baked goods & savory delights 

available for purchase.  

December 6, 
Friday 

Women's Guild CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON  
at Burning Tree Country Club, Greenwich CT  

All are welcome!   
The flyer can be found in the narthex.  

DECEMBER 10,  
TUESDAY 

St. Gregory Men's Club  
Annual Holiday Dinner—6:30 pm 

The flyer can be found inside of the bulletin and 
in the narthex.  

JANUARY 5, 
2020 

SUNDAY 

Morning Service - 10:00—11:00am 
THERE WILL BE NO DIVINE LITURGY  

IN THE MORNING. 
 

EVE OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY  
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST -  

J’RAKALOOYTZ  - 4:00-4:30 pm - Readings 
Divine Liturgy of Light - 4:30-5:45 pm  

JANUARY 6,  
MONDAY 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY 
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Your Membership Matters 
“The body does not consist of one member but of many” 

A REMINDER—if you have not yet paid your church membership 
(voting) dues for 2019, please do so before the 1st of December to ensure 
your status and the right to participate in the upcoming Annual Assem-
bly.   


