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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

The year of “100 Years of Remembrance: 1915-2015” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Arman Bedonian, Hagop Meneshian, Sylvia Kruizenga 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-11. Luke 13:1-9  

 

ÚÇëÝ³ÏÇ ºñÏñáñ¹ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Holy Apostle  
St. Thaddeus 

Holy Apostle  
St. Bartholomew 

 
Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak.  



Holy Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew,  
First Illuminators of Armenia 

Saturday, Nov. 28, we celebrated the feast of the first apostles of 
Christ who came to preach Christianity in Armenia. Apostles St. 
Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew were two of the twelve Apostles of 
Christ, who came to Armenia and preached Christianity in Armenia 
deserving the title "the first illuminators". Still at the dawn of Christi-
anity they were martyred in Armenia. 
It was the result of their preaching and martyrdom that the Armenian 
people, being the first nation in the world, proclaimed Christianity as 
the state religion. Indeed, Apostles St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew 
played an important role in the history of 2000-year-old Christian Ar-
menian nation which has unshaken faith and keen love towards its 
Mother Church. 
According to tradition, St. Thaddeus brought to Armenia the spear 
(geghard) with which the centurion Lucian pierced Christ's side on the 
cross. This sacred relic is kept in Mother See and used once every 
seven years in the consecration of Holy Chrism (Muron), which is 
used for baptism, ordination and other rites by Armenian churches 
around the world. 
Each year a Divine Liturgy is celebrated in the Cathedral of the 
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin in the memory of St. Apostles. 

Սուրբ առաքեալներ և մեր առաջին լուսաւորիչներ  
Ս. Թադէոս և Ս. Բարդուղիմէոս առաքեալներու օր   

Ս. Թադէոսը և Ս. Բարդուղիմէոսը Քրիստոսի անխոնջ 12 
առաքեալներէն էին, որոնք գալով Հայաստան` քրիստոնէու-
թիւն քարոզեցին հայ ժողովուրդին` արժանանալով «առաջին 
լուսաւորիչներ» կոչմանը: Դեռևս քրիստոնէութեան արշա-
լոյսին անոնք նահատակուեցան Հայաստանին մէջ: 
Առաքեալներու գործունեութեան արդիւնքում 301 թուականին 
հայ ժողովուրդն աշխարհում առաջինը քրիստոնէութիւնը 
հռչակեցաւ իբրև պետական կրօն: Հիրավի, այս սրբազան 
առաքեալներու դերը կարևորվում է երկհազարամեայ 
քրիստոնեայ հայ ժողովրդի կեանքին մէջ, որը լի է հաւատով և 
ջերմեռանդ սիրով դեպի մայր եկեղեցին: 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ According to Luke (13:1‑9) 
There were some present at that very time who told him of the Gali-
leans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  And he 
answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners 
than all the other Galileans, because they suffered thus?  I tell you, 
No; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.  Or those eight-
een upon whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think 
that they were worse offenders than all the others who dwelt in Jerusa-
lem?  I tell you, No; but unless you repent you will all likewise per-
ish.” 
And he told this parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his vine-
yard; and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.  And he said to 
the vinedresser, `Lo, these three years I have come seeking fruit on 
this fig tree, and I find none.  Cut it down; why should it use up the 
ground?'  And he answered him, `Let it alone, sir, this year also, till I 
dig about it and put on manure.  And if it bears fruit next year, well 
and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'”  

A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church membership 
(voting) dues for 2015, please do so before the end of December to 
ensure your status and the right to participate in the upcoming annual 
assembly.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Prayers of Thanks 
We convey our blessings to you on one of the most meaningful observances of the 
year: Thanksgiving. How wonderful it is to live in a country that sets aside this day, 
to express gratitude for the bounties God has given us. 
The idea of giving thanks to God has deep roots in the Armenian Christian tradition. 
Surely this year of 2015 has given our people a special opportunity to reflect, with 
gratitude, on the unconquerable faith of our holy martyrs, and on the noble legacy 
they bequeathed to us. Now acknowledged as saints of the church, the martyrs re-
side in God's kingdom, receiving our humble prayers of intercession. 
This Thursday, as we remember the many good things in our lives, let us also offer 
thanks for the greatest blessing of all, which gives meaning and purpose to all the 
others. In the words of the Gospel of St. John: “God so loved the world that He gave 
it His only Son.” 
May the blessings of Thanksgiving, and the coming Advent season, be with you and 
your loved ones always. 
With prayers, 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate  



Job Opportunity  
A family in White Plains would like to hire a nanny, Armenian speak-

ing if possible and has to drive, part-time or full-time with flexible 
hours. Please contact: Siranoush Ayvazian at 212-203-6549. 



 IT’S HARVEST TIME 
It is time to remember those housed in shelters right here 
in our own town. Please be generous with non-perishable 

items to fill our local food pantries.   
Thank you and God bless you! 

Gail Keyishian, Outreach Committee 



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Sam Hagopian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Agnes Bostonian, Mary Sohigian, Catherine Papalian 
 as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, 
and grant them good health & recovery. 

Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering any physical or 
spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add them to his prayer list where 
they will be remembered before “the Holy and Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucha-

rist.  We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 



JUNIOR CHOIR PRACTICES 
DATES: December 6  & 20.  

TIME: 12:30 PM 
PLACE: In the sanctuary 

All youth of the parish ages 5 & up   
are welcome! 

 
 
 



Today Sunday School is on break. 
 

Divine Liturgy is celebrated by  
Very Rev. Fr. Ignatios Malkhasyan  

who will also deliver the sermon in Armenian. 
Fr. Mesrob will deliver the sermon in English.   

 
Fr. Ignatios is a member of the Brotherhood of 

Holy Etchmiadzin and is in the United States for  
a short visit.  

December 2,  
Wednesday 

Women’s Guild Christmas Luncheon. 
Details are inside. 

December 5, 
Saturday 

“Manti” Dinner – sponsored by the Armenian 
School, 6pm. Everyone is invited!  

December 6, 
Sunday 

Screening of Two cast production  
“Images of the Armenian Spirit”  

following the service 
December 10, 

Thursday 
An Evening with Eric Bogosian:  

Presentation, Book Signing & Reception 

December 16, 
Thursday 

St. Gregory Men's Club Dinner, 7 PM 
Shiraz Restaurant 

The flyer can be found inside  

December 24, 
Thursday 

Commemoration of St. Stephen the Protomartyr 
and Christmas Eve at St. Gregory 

5:30 - 6:00 pm - Christmas Musicale  
6:00 - 6:30 pm - St. Stephen's Feast Vespers 
(Bilingual) 
6:30 - 7:00 pm - Christmas Pageant by Sunday 
School Students.  
Refreshments to follow in Tutak Hall 


