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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

The year of “100 Years of Remembrance: 1915-2015” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Lauren Kayaian, Ellie Krolian, Christine Koobatian 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Thessalonians 1:1-10, Luke 12:13-31 

 

ÚÇëÝ³ÏÇ ²é³çÇÝ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 
First Sunday of Advent 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
"We give thanks to God always for you all,  

constantly mentioning you in our prayers."  (1 Thess. 1:2) 
Have a Happy and Enjoyable Thanksgiving. 

May God always bless you and your loved ones. 
Fr. Mesrob & Parish Council 



 

The Presentation to the Temple of the Holy Mother of God. 
St. Mary was the daughter of Joachim and Anna of Nazareth (originally Bethle-
hem). Anna, being barren, prayed and made special vows for a child. She then 
had her only child, a daughter named Mariam (or Mary). Although Mary was 
born naturally (having both a father and mother) she is considered morally pure 
and immaculate. It is for this reason that the church not only celebrates her birth 
but also her conception, which the Armenian and the Greek Orthodox churches 
celebrate on December 9th and the Roman Catholic church celebrates on the 
8th. 

In the 5th century, at the holy Ecumenical Council of Ephesus, the Holy 
Mother’s position as “Mother of God” and “Bearer of God” (Asdvadzamayr-
Asdvadzadzin) was doctrinally established. Only those aspects of St. Mary’s life 
which are directly related to Christ are mentioned in the Holy Gospels. The re-
mainder of her biography is attributed to tradition, which is found in much of 
the most ancient of ecclesiastical literature. 

 
Feasts Related to St. Mary, the Mother-of-God 

The Feast of the Assumption of Mary: The church, on the occasion of Mary’s 
“death”, offers the greatest respect with great solemnity and rituals. While there 
are other feasts associated with Mary, the feast of the Assumption of Mary is a 
non-variable commemoration and the oldest of all those dedicated to the Holy 
Mother. All churches celebrate it on August 15th. The Armenian Church cele-
brates this feast on the nearest Sunday to the 15th of August (August 12-18), a 
schedule adopted at the time of St. Nersess the Graceful. 
Feast of the Conception of St. Mary: Although chronologically the first in the 
events of the Holy Mother’s life, this feast entered in the church calendar rela-
tively late and has no specific hymn of its own. 
Feast of the Birth of the Holy Mother of God: The second feast of the Holy 
Mother is her birth, which is nonvariable and celebrated alike by all traditional 
churches on September 8th. There is no information concerning her birth and, in 
fact, the place of her birth, whether Nazareth or Bethlehem— nor the date. 
Based on the Jewish tradition of that time, it is safe to say she was between 14 

Տօն երեքամեայ Սուրբ Աստուածածնի տաճարի ընծայման 
Սուրբ Կոյս Մարիամին նվիրուած տօներէն մին երեքամեայ Սուրբ 
Մարիամ Աստուածածնի` տաճարին ընծայման տօնն է, որ բոլոր 
քրիստոնէական եկեղեցիները կը նշէն Նոյեմբերի 21-ին: Ըստ 
աւանդութեան` Սուրբ Տիրամօր երեք տարին լրանալէն ետք անոր 
աստուածաւախ ու բարեպաշտ ծնողները` Ս. Յովակիմն ու Ս. 
Աննան, իրենց ուխտի համաձայն, Սուրբ Մարիամին կ՛ընծայեն 
տաճարին, ուր ան կը մնայ մինչև նշանուելը: 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
The Holy Gospel Of Jesus Christ According To Luke (12:13‑31) 
One of the multitude said to him, “Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance 
with me.”  But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?”  
And he said to them, “Take heed, and beware of all covetousness; for a man's life 
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  And he told them a parable, 
saying, “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to himself, 
`What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?'  And he said, `I will do this:  
I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.'  But God said to him, `Fool!  This 
night your soul is required of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?'  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” 

And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you shall eat, nor about your body, what you shall put on.  For life is more than 
food, and the body more than clothing.  Consider the ravens:  they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.  Of how much 
more value are you than the birds!  And which of you by being anxious can add a 
cubit to his span of life?  If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why 
are you anxious about the rest?  Consider the lilies, how they grow; they neither toil 
nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
this.  But if God so clothes the grass which is alive in the field today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O men of little faith!  
And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be of anxious 
mind.  For all the nations of the world seek these things; and your Father knows that 
you need them.  Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things shall be yours as well.” 

A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church membership 
(voting) dues for 2015, please do so before the end of December to 
ensure your status and the right to participate in the upcoming annual 
assembly.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

18th Interna-
tional Telethon  
Thanksgiving 

Day 8am to 8pm 
PST 

Proceeds to pro-
vide house to 

families with 5 
or more children. 



Job Opportunity  
A family in White Plains would like to hire a nanny, Armenian speak-

ing if possible and has to drive, part-time or full-time with flexible 
hours. Please contact: Siranoush Ayvazian at 212-203-6549. 



BIBLE STUDY  
Come to explore together the pathways of the New Testament and 
to increase our faith and spiritual fulfillment through study of the 
Holy Scriptures led by Der Mesrob Hovsepyan.  
 

The next Bible Study session: 
December 10th, Thursday - 10:00-11:00 AM  

Feel free to join our group.  



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Sam Hagopian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Agnes Bostonian, Mary Sohigian, Catherine Papalian 
 as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, 
and grant them good health & recovery. 

Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering any physical or 
spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add them to his prayer list where 
they will be remembered before “the Holy and Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucha-

rist.  We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 



JUNIOR CHOIR PRACTICES 
DATES: December 6  & 20.  

TIME: 12:30 PM 
PLACE: In the sanctuary 

All youth of the parish ages 5 & up   
are welcome! 

 
 
 



Today Divine Liturgy is celebrated by  
Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian who will deliver also 

the sermons of the day.  
 

Presentation by Anna Kazanchyan  
following the Badarak: 

Helping the neediest of the needy:  
a journey to Gyumri, Armenia  

 
Please join us to witness the stories of families in 

Gyumri who have been helped through the generosity 
of our Parishioners. Videos from the past three trips 

will be shown, and light lunch and beverages  
will be served.     

November 27, 
Sunday 

Divine Liturgy will be celebrated by  
Very Rev. Fr. Ignatius Malkhasyan 

December 2,  
Wednesday 

Women’s Guild Christmas Luncheon. 
Details are inside. 

December 5, 
Saturday 

“Manti” Dinner – sponsored by the Armenian 
School, 6pm. Everyone is invited!  

December 6, 
Sunday 

Screening of Two Cast production  
“Images of the Armenian Spirit”  

following the service 

December 10, 
Thursday 

An Evening with Eric Bogosian:  
Presentation, Book Signing & Reception 

December 16, 
Thursday 

St. Gregory Men's Club Dinner, 7 PM 
Shiraz Restaurant 

The flyer can be found inside  


