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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours in June: Monday closed, Tuesday-Thursday 9:30-1:30 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Legacy of Our Martyrs: A Gift to Carry Forward” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Chris Bonfiglio, Ann Daw, Gayane Manukyan  

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Romans 6:12-23. Matthew 12:1-8  

 

 Requiem Service was requested for the soul of: 
 

Edward S. Dorian Sr. (40th day) 
By: The Dorian Family 

May God rest his soul in His eternal peace and presence and  
grant his loved ones the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
ºññáñ¹ ÎÇõñ³Ï¿ ½ÏÝÇ Ðá·»·³Éëï»³Ý 



ՏՕՆ Ս. ՆԵՐՍԷՍ ՄԵԾ ՀԱՅՐԱՊԵՏԻ ԵՒ  
ԽԱԴ ԵՊԻՍԿՈՊՈՍԻ ՅԻՇԱՏԱԿՈՒԹԵԱՆ  

Հայ բազմաշնորհ կաթողիկոսներէն է Սբ . Ներսէս Հայրապետը (353 - 373 
թթ.), որուն իրաւամբ տրուած է Մեծն անունը: Ըստ պատմական 
աղբիւրներու՝ ան Սբ. Գրիգոր Լուսաւորիչի տոհմէն է, Յուսիկ 
Հայրապետի թոռը: Փառեն կաթողիկոսի մահէն ետք հայոց Արշակ 
թագաւորի սենեկապահ Ներսէսը, թէպէտ աշխարհական, կը նկատուի 
կաթողիկոսական գահի ամենաարժանի թեկնածուն եւ արքայի 
պարտադրութեամբ կը ձեռնադրուի կաթողիկոս: Յետագային 
հայրապետական աթոռի հարկադիր գահակալը կը դառնայ Հայ 

Ս. ՄԵԾՆ ՆԵՐՍԷՍ ՀԱՅՐԱՊԵՏ / ST. NERSES THE GREAT 
ՅՈՒՆԻՍ 4ին /JUNE 4TH 

St. Hoosig had two sons, Bab and Atanakineh, who did not pursue the 
clerical life.  Nerses was the son of Atanakineh and from a very early 
age, displayed his love and abilities for religious and national life.  
After a period of administration by two Catholicoi who were not very 
distinguished in their works, the nation once again sought its spiritual 
leader from the line of St. Gregory.  At that time, Nerses was still a 
layman and serving the court.  Because of his humble nature, Nerses 
had to be persuaded to accept the Holy Orders.  According to tradi-
tion, at his ordination as bishop by Bishop Basil of Caesarea, “the 
Holy Spirit descended upon the two in the form of a dove” and later 
during the first Divine Liturgy, “a pillar of fire appeared and his face 
was illuminated like Moses.” 
One of the greatest of Nerses’ accomplishments was the Council of 
Ashdishad (364-65 A.D.), where the canons were drawn up concern-
ing the sanctity of family life, improvement of social conditions, the 
establishment of institutions such as hospitals and inns for pilgrims 
and the like, and the establishment of monasteries and convents.  It is 
for this reason that he is also known as St. Nerses the Builder.  Partly 
because of the Perso-Byzantine struggles, and partly due to his 
strength of character in criticizing the audacity of the princes, St. 
Nerses was not a favorite of the court. 
St. Nerses is noted for his many benevolent and spiritual works.  He is 
remembered as one of the initiators of the national revival & the new 
impetus to the religious life which was to reach fulfillment in the 
Golden Age of Armenian Literature. A grateful & loving nation sur-
named the saint “Great.” 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  
The reading is from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (6:12-23) 
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey 
their passions.  Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of 
wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men who have been 
brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments 
of righteousness.  For sin will have no dominion over you, since you 
are not under law but under grace. 
What then?  Are we to sin because we are not under law but under 
grace?  By no means!  Do you not know that if you yield yourselves 
to any one as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads 
to righteousness?  But thanks be to God, that you who were once 
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of 
teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from 
sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  I am speaking in human 
terms, because of your natural limitations.  For just as you once 

Առաքելական Եկեղեցւոյ առաջին մեծ բարեփոխիչը եւ իր ժողովուրդի 
մեծանուն բարերարը: Անոր նախաձեռնութեամբ գումարուած Աշտիշատի 
ազգային - եկեղեցական ժողովին (354 թ.) առաջին անգամ կ՛ընդունուին 
որոշումներ, որոնք կը կանոնագրեն հոգեւոր - եկեղեցական կեանքը, կը 
սահմանեն ընտանիքի բարոյական սկզբունքները:  
Ներսէս Մեծ Հայրապետի նախաձեռնութեամբ կը հիմնուին վանքեր ու 
դպրոցներ, բոլոր անտուններու ու աղքատներու համար կը կառուցուի 
ապաստաններ ու հիւանդանոցներ: Հայրապետը իր ժողովուրդի կողքին է 
եղել միշտ եւ ամենուր: Ձիրաւի ճակատամարտի յաղթանակը ձեռք 
բերուած է նաեւ Սբ. Ներսէս Հայրապետի շնորհիւ, որը ողջ ճակատամար-
տի ընթացքին մօտակայ լեռան վրայ բազկատարած աղոթած է հայոց բա-
նակի յաղթութեան համար: Ազգաշէն ու եկեղեցաշէն այս գործունէութեան 
համար ալ Սբ. Ներսէս Հայրապետը կոչուած է նաեւ «Լուսաւորիչ սրտից»: 
Հայրապետի բոլոր այս ձեռնարկներուն աջակից ու գործակից է եղել Խադ 
եպիսկոպոսը, որուն պատմիչ Փավստոս Բիւզանդը կոչած է նաեւ Ներսէս 
Հայրապետի աթոռակից: Հայ Առաքելական եկեղեցին սուրբերու շարքին 
դասելով իր երկու նուիրյալ զաւակներուն, անոնց յիշատակը միասնաբար 
կը տօնէ Կաթողիկէ Սբ. Էջմիածնի տօնին յաջորդող շաբաթ օրը: 



CALLING ALL PARISHIONERSCALLING ALL PARISHIONERSCALLING ALL PARISHIONERS!   
The Parish Council invites you to be a part of our growing com-
munity!  There are so many ways to get involved at our thriving 

church!  One of the easiest ways is to host Coffee Hour!  
Hosting Coffee Hour is very simple and fun too!   

Please email Maria Stepanian at mstepct@gmail.com  
or call at 203-550-4897 if your are interested or have any questions.  Looking 

forward to hearing from you all!  
The Parish Council 

yielded your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, 
so now yield your members to righteousness for sanctification. 
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteous-
ness.  But then what return did you get from the things of which you 
are now ashamed?  The end of those things is death.  But now that 
you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the 
return you get is sanctification and its end, eternal life.  For the wages 
of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO 
MATTHEW (12:1-8) 
At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the sabbath; his 
disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck ears of grain and to 
eat.  But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look, your dis-
ciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the sabbath.”  He said to 
them, “Have you not read what David did, when he was hungry, and 
those who were with him:  how he entered the house of God and ate 
the bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat nor 
for those who were with him, but only for the priests?  Or have you 
not read in the law how on the sabbath the priests in the temple pro-
fane the sabbath, and are guiltless?  I tell you, something greater than 
the temple is here.  And if you had known what this means, `I desire 
mercy, and not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the guilt-
less.  For the Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.” 

Thank you! 
We express our appreciation to Fram & Anahid Cehreci and the chil-
dren for donating the fellowship refreshments on Sunday, May 29th. 



OUR 2016-GRADUATES 
 

COLLEGE 
 

Sub-Deacon Ari  Narbandian - Graduated on May 23, 2016, with a 
Medical Degree from New York Medical College.  He will take up his 
Residency training in Emergency Medicine at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Medical Center in Wooster, MA. 
 
Sub-Deacon Andrew Kayaian – Son of Robert and Lauren Kayaian, 
graduated Summa Cum Laude from Fordham University with a B.A. 
in History and a minor in Orthodox Christian Studies.  He will return 
to Fordham to pursue a Master's Degree in History. 
 
Christine Baydar - Daughter of Aret and the Late Anna Baydar, 
graduated with a B.A. in Psychology and a minor in Biology from 
Rutgers University. She has plans to continue into a Pharmacy School 
next Spring. 
 
Lori Janjigian - Daughter of Vahan and Noone Janjigian, graduated 
with a B.S. from Northwestern University Medill School of Journal-
ism. She has accepted a position with Business Insider. 
 
Anna Marie Sarkissian Munro - Daughter of Nectar and Colin 
Munro graduated with a B.S. in Environmental studies from the Uni-
versity of Connecticut in Storrs, CT. She has plans to continue study-
ing for her Masters and pursue work in her chosen field. 
 
Charles Khachian - Son of Ani and Gary Khachian graduated with a 
B.S. in Electrical Engineering and Applied Physics from Rensselear 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY. He plans to pursue work in his 
field. 
 
Liana Kurkjian – Daughter of Arman and Rita Kurkjian, graduated 
with a Master’s degree in Speech Language Pathology from Mercy 
College in Dobbs. Ferry NY. She was inducted into the Alpha Eta 
Honors Society and has accepted a job with Westchester Speech and 
Language Services PLLC. 
 
 



Lauren Wiacek – Daughter of Bruce and Dianne Wiacek, graduated 
on May 18, 2016 with an M.S. and triple New York State Certification 
in Early Elementary Education; Elementary Education and Special 
Education from Mercy College Graduate School of Education. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL 
Aren Antreasyan – Son of Arsham and Ani Antreasyan will be 
graduating from John Jay High School on June 24, 2016 with high 
honors and numerous awards for his community service. In addition 
he has received the Silver Medal and Certificate of Achievement from 
the Armenian Student Association. He will be attending Long Island 
University/C.S. Post, and has been accepted into the Honors College. 
Aren has chosen a double major in Film Production and Business Ad-
ministration/Marketing, and will use his degree to advance the Film 
Production Industry in Armenia. 
 

WE WISH ALL GRADUATES GOD SPEED AND  
CONTINUED SUCCESS  

IN ALL THEIR FUTURE ENDEAVORS 

GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 2016:  
If you know of any St. Gregory parishioners graduating 
from high school, college, or graduate school this spring, 
please notify (or pass the word along and have them notify) 
the church office or Der Hayr by calling 914-428-2595 or 
emailing saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com.  

Please share with us the student’s name, school, special achievements, future plans, 
etc., so we may share our pride in their accomplishments with our entire parish in 
the Enlightener newsletter. 

Congratulations to all graduates. 



 ALTAR FLOWERS: Parishioners who wish to donate Sunday Altar 
flowers, please call the church office at (914) 428-2595 or e-mail at 

saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com by Thursday of a week. 

 Please visit the Church office to pick up a form or visit the Please visit the Church office to pick up a form or visit the Please visit the Church office to pick up a form or visit the 
www.stgregorywp.com to download a form.www.stgregorywp.com to download a form.www.stgregorywp.com to download a form. 

Altar Flowers 
Today's altar flowers donated by   

The Dorian Family The Dorian Family   
In loving memory and honor of  

Edward S. Dorian Sr.  

Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Lucine Adourian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Catherine Papalian, Dorothy Koresian 
as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 

grant them good health & recovery. 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 



Today Divine Liturgy. Sunday School Communion Sunday. 
Children’s Sermon will be delivered  

at the end of the service.  
Junior Choir Practice, 12:30 pm. 

 
Today’s coffee hour is sponsored by  

the Armenian School and the Dorian Family.  
 

Armenian School End-of-Year program—1:00 pm 

 
June 12, 
Sunday 

Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian  
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy. 

Sunday School Graduation following the Badarak.  
Light lunch and celebration in the hall.  

All are welcome!  

June 19, 
Sunday 

Guest celebrant: Very Rev. Fr. Simeon Odabashian 
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy.  

June 26, 
Sunday 

Dance Recital by the St. Gregory’s dance group 
Following the Divine Liturgy. Details to follow 

June 27- 
July 1 

MER DOON Summer Camp 

July 3,  
Sunday 

Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord  
(Vartavar) 

August 14, 
Sunday 

Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God. 
Blessing of the Grapes service. 

Fr. Mesrob will be traveling to Armenia from June 5th to 25th.  
While there he is planning to visit the families of the soldiers 

who fell in the four day Arsakh war.  
If anyone is interested in financially assisting the families, please 

talk to Fr. Mesrob.  
Donations can be made to PDF fund at St. Gregory 

(St. Gregory Arm. Church, Memo: Pastor’s Discretionary Fund). 
Thank you.  


