
 

Christ is born and revealed among us 
 

Blessed is the revelation of Christ 
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Feast of the Nativity and Theophany  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 

HOLY NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY 
(BIRTH, BAPTISM, AND REVELATION OF GOD) 

In the Armenian Church, and for the Armenian people, the most joy-
ous and beloved feast is that of the Holy Nativity and Theophany.  It is 
celebrated each year with great pomp and ceremony. 
The revelation of God – Theophany – took place at the beginning of the 
first century when for mankind and history a new era began – the 
Christian Era. 
Christ was born in Bethlehem, under the most humble circum-
stances.  He lived for 33 years. From the Holy Birth to His Crucifixion, 
His Life was extraordinarily miraculous and for mankind it showed a 
way of life, to comprehend the true God. 
Man, since the earliest of recorded time, has always had a religion. 
Man has worshipped nature’s elements, animals, symbolic idols, per-
sons of wisdom or power, and prophets.  He has built altars and tem-
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Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

The year of “Living the Gospel of Christ” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
All Parish Council members 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Hebrew 1:1-12. Matthew 2:13-23     
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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm 



GODFATHER OF THE CROSS 
 

For the Blessing of the Water Service commemorating the Baptism of 
our Lord on January 6th, the very special privilege of serving as 
“Godfather of the Cross” has been extended to Gregory Postian. In 
this capacity, Gregory will have the responsibility of bearing the 
Holy Cross after it has been submerged into the blessed Holy Water, 
and welcoming the faithful to kiss the cross as they receive their por-
tion of blessed water at the end of the service.  

ples of worship.  However, none of these has been fully satisfying to 
mankind. 
Christ’s Revelation as God put an end to man’s mental bewilderment 
and scrutiny.  God sent His Son to mankind to teach the truth, to 
enlighten the mind, so that man might live and enjoy life under the 
noblest of principles.  Thus, Christ’s Birth became recognized as a great 
turning point in mankind’s life, and in history. 
Throughout the entire world, with great ceremony each year faithful 
observe the Nativity as a feast hailing the new enlightenment, peace, 
and love of man.  It has become tradition for clergy to deliver messages 
to their flocks reflecting on the mystery and significance of Christ’s be-
coming flesh, and to remind people of life’s most essential principle – 
peace and love among all the world’s people. One of the most mean-
ingful and popular of the hymns in the Armenian Church about the 
Nativity is “Khorhourt medz yev skancheli.” 
 

JESUS’ BAPTISM – BLESSING OF THE WATER 
During the earliest centuries the Sacrament of Baptism, which was 
celebrated with the Nativity, was regarded to be of the highest level of 
importance.  The profound significance and importance of the Baptism 
remains even today, receiving great emphasis in Christianity. 
In the Armenian Church, Baptism is one of the seven sacraments.  It 
became established and consecrated by St. John, who as forerunner to 
the Savior’s sacred mission had preached Jesus’ Revelation.  For that 
reason he was called John the Baptist. 
In being baptized, Jesus became a living example to mankind.  It is in 
memory of that act that we conduct a special ceremony on January 6 
immediately after the Divine Liturgy.  In historical times that cere-
mony was conducted on the banks of rivers and streams, following the 
examples of Jesus being baptized in the River Jordan.  In the course of 
time, because of practical difficulties, it became a necessary practice to 
memorialize Jesus’ baptism within the church sanctuary, in the rite of 
the Blessing of Water (Chourorhnek). 



A Sanctuary Against the Storm 
A child has been born for us, a son given to us. Authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

PICTURE THE SCENE OF THE NATIVITY in your imagination: the 
cool, star-filled sky over the city of Bethlehem; the harmony of all God’s 
creatures, where angels, human beings, and animals all come together; 
the mingling of the different classes of mankind, as wise kings and sim-
ple shepherds kneel together in humble reverence. 

At the center of it all stands the Holy Family. And if we look even 
deeper—to the center of the family itself—we find Christ: the focus of all 
that attentive, joyful love. Jesus was born into an age of upheaval and 
anxiety; yet he was able, even in his earliest infancy, to radiate a spirit of 
tranquility to the surrounding world. 

This is mankind’s emblematic picture of peace—perhaps even our first 
image of the church. The prophets had foretold that Christ would be a 
Prince of Peace; his birth was heralded as a promise of peace; and the 
idea of peace as an end in itself—not simply as the absence of open hos-
tility—would become one of the revolutionary themes of our Lord’s min-
istry. 

For two thousand years, the church has preserved this beautiful remem-
brance of the Nativity of Jesus, and the message of peace underlying it. 
An icon of Christ in his infancy adorns every altar, and his typical words 
of greeting, “Peace be with you,” are echoed in the refrain of our bada-
rak: “Khaghaghoutiun amenetsoun.” Indeed, this is why we refer to every 
church as a “sanctuary”: a sacred place of harmony and safety, where all 
are welcome, and none are turned away. 

For one such Armenian sanctuary, the coming year will herald a special 



milestone in its existence. In 2018, New York’s magnificent St. Vartan 
Armenian Cathedral will mark the fiftieth anniversary of its consecration. 
Who could have guessed, in the aftermath of the Genocide, that our peo-
ple would one day be celebrating fifty years of an Armenian cathedral in 
America? 

Of course, the dream of the cathedral dates even further back, to figures 
like Archbishops Karekin Hovsepian, Tiran Nersoyan, Torkom 
Manoogian—and literally thousands of Armenian men and women. It 
was born out of the great cataclysm of our people; conceived in a time of 
world war; consecrated in a decade of great uncertainty for America; and 
has stood firm through all the storms of the ensuing half century. Our 
“national home” has been no stranger to the anxieties of the past, and in-
spires our hearts even in the present age of anxiety. 

Against these forces, St. Vartan Cathedral was built, in the Armenian 
style, as a place of peace: a true sanctuary. The cathedral is a source of 
spiritual strength for faithful people across our Diocese. But in the spirit 
of our Lord’s message of peace, it also opens welcoming doors to any of 
our countrymen—and to people of any background—who may have 
strayed from their faith; who need consolation in a time of trial; who seek 
a place of shelter amid the storms of life. 

It is a sanctuary for all our people: our mayr dajar—“mother temple”—
which is calling its sons and daughters home in this golden anniversary 
year. 

Within its walls—within the walls of every Armenian Church—the peace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is waiting to be discovered. It is waiting to enter 
our hearts, and transform our lives. On Christmas, let us draw near to our 
Lord once more, to receive his peaceful spirit—and carry it with us 
throughout the coming milestone year. 

 

Krisdos dzunav yev haydnetzav! Tzezi yev mezi medz avedis! 

Christ is born and revealed! To you and us, this is great good news! 





CLERGY CONFERENCE AND DI-
OCESAN ASSEMBLY  

APRIL 30TH— MAY 6TH, 2018 
Dear Parishioners: 
St. Gregory the Enlightener Church is 
the host parish for the Clergy Confe-

rence and Diocesan Assembly occurring between Monday, 
April 30th and Sunday, May 6th.  
Our bid was accepted over a year ago and we are thrilled to be 
coordinating all the activities for this conference/assembly, 
which also will mark the 50th anniversary of St. Vartan Arme-
nian Cathedral.  
Please "Hold the Date" for Friday, May 4th for our banquet.  We 
would love to see all of our St. Gregory families be a part of this 
special occasion as we welcome all those who are coming from 
our sister churches. 
Maria Stepanian has been leading this monumental endeavor 
with a core group of dedicated volunteers.  She has already se-
cured the venue for both events and the Renaissance West-
chester Hotel has accommodated our requests.  Of course "it 
takes a village" to pull off these events and we welcome any 
and all volunteers.  Please contact Maria at  
assembly2018@gmail.com /203-550-4897 or Lauren Kayaian at 
teaticket67@netscape.net / 914 723 7159  if you can help in any 
way. 

*   *   * 
At the annual awards banquet on Friday, May 4, Toros Man-
gassarian will be honored as the Diocese’s 2018 “Armenian 
Church Member of the Year,” and Dr. Stephen Smith (of the 
USC Shoah Foundation) will be honored as this year’s “Friend 
of the Armenians.” A special award will be bestowed on Mr. 
and Mrs. Nazar and Artemis Nazarian, in conjunction with the 
50th anniversary of St. Vartan Cathedral.  
 
These are exciting times for our parish and encourage you to be 
a part of it! 



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Arshaluys Kaleli, Girair Poladian,  

Rev. Fr. Shnork Souin (Pastor of Sts. Sahag & Mesrob Arm. Church, Provi-
dence, RI suffers from heart condition awaiting for a transplant)  

 
as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 

grant them good health & recovery. 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

Basketball Practice — Girls Ages 11-18 
 Saturdays,  11:00-12:30  

The Youth Hall   
 

Youth Soccer Clinic—Girls & Boys 4-9 
Saturdays, 1:30-2:30pm 

The Youth Hall   
 

Please contact Eddie Eskandarian to register at  
advisor2@optonline.net. 

Honor your loved ones by donating an 
engraved leaf on the  

St. Gregory TREE OF LOVE 
Children, Grandchildren, Parents,  
Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles …  

 
Each brass leaf will be custom engraved to honor your loved one(s).  

No limit on how many you can purchase!  
This is a wonderful way to honor a special occasion, milestone event, 

marriage, new baby, “in tribute to”, “in memory of”, etc.   
Each leaf is 2”x 3” and can be engraved with 20 characters  

on each of four lines. The cost per leaf is $500.  
(payable to:  St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church) 
For each leaf sold the Parish Council will donate $10 to the  

ACYOA Juniors. 



îÜúðÐÜ¾ø  /  CHRISTMAS HOME BLESSING 
From the earliest times, the home was a sacred place, the 
center of family and ritual life. It is the most basic of all 
social structures, where we are born and live many years, a 
place where great family events transpire. Here we break 
bread, share joys and sorrows, pray, celebrate, worship. 
Here God is present in the loving relationships that tran-
scend fragile human existence. Every family is a miniature 
of a “Little Church—Ecclesia” and in this “Little Church” 
the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of 
God permeate.  

According to the sacred traditions of the Armenian Church, God’s blessing is asked 
for homes on different occasions, like on the Nativity and the Resurrection of Christ, 
as well as on the joyous occasion of moving into a new home.  
During the Home Blessing the priest blesses the bread (which symbolically repre-
sents the Word of God), the water (which is the most essential element of life and 
figuratively represents cleanness) and the salt (which seasons and purifies). These 
three fundamental elements are essential life-giving gifts for human life. In the 
prayer the priest asks for purity and abundance of the three gifts, blesses the home 
and all its dwellers, and asks God to keep them away from visible and invisible ene-
mies, and protect them under His powerful right hand, granting them health of soul 
and body. 
Today, more than ever, we need the presence and blessing of the Lord in our homes 
and lives. The revival of this centuries old custom will certainly bring us close to 
our Lord.  
Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-9399, church office  
(914) 428-2595, email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church membership 
(voting) dues for 2017, please do so before the end of December to 
ensure your status and the right to participate in the upcoming An-
nual Assembly.   
According to Diocesan Bylaws, payments received after Jan 1, 2018 
will be credited towards 2018 dues and you will not be eligible to 
participate in the voting in the upcoming Parish Assembly in early 
2018.  We want your vote to be heard so please be sure to renew your 
membership.  



ORDINATION 
Ordination of the Holy Orders is one of the sacraments of the Armenian 
Church. Through Ordination, men receive the power and grace to per-
form the sacred duties of a clergyman of the Church. Ordination is a sac-
rament by which the Holy Spirit offers the elected person the right to 
perform the sacraments and to feed Christ’s flock. 
The Sacrament of Ordination is always administered by a Bishop. There 
are various ranks of clergy within the Church, each with a special service 
by which each one of these ranks is granted. What is common to all the 
ranks is the act of “laying of the hands” (tzernatroutiun) by the Bishop 
onto the ordinate. By placing his anointed right hand on the ordinate, 
this continues the unbroken Apostolic succession of authority, granted 
by the Apostles to the first Bishops of the Church, and carried on today 
through Ordination. Before entering the major ranks of ecclesiastical or-
der of the Armenian Church, a person must have been ordained to the 
four minor ranks. 



Minor Orders 
One who receives these four minor ranks is known as a tbir (or Acolyte/
clerk). Through the minor orders, the tbir is conferred special privileges 
which are the foundation of his service to the church as a participant 
during the worship services. There are four distinct functions of a tbir: 
doorkeeper (trnaban), reader (untertsogh), exorcist (yertm’netsootsich), and 
candle bearer (momagal). In receiving these ranks, one becomes an Aco-
lyte.  
On January 21st four young altar servers of our community, Alek 
Kevorkian, Avedis Ohanissian, Kyle Pidedjian, and Nicholas Cehreci  
will be ordained to the rank of Acolyte, also Christie Lauren Blonkvist 
(Leylegian) and Christina Cassetta will receive a special blessing from 
the Primate for serving and holding candles on the Altar. 



January 6, 
2018 

Saturday 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Blessing of Water Service  
9:45 - 10:15am Matins 
10:15 - 12:15pm Christmas Badarak & Blessing of Wa-
ter Service 

12:30 - 1:30pm Christmas Lunch "Agape Meal"  
(We thank everyone for kindly contributing a dish for 

today’s “Agape Meal”) 
Home Blessing service to follow in the Tutak Hall.  

January 7, 
2018 

Sunday 

DIVINE LITURGY. Communion Sunday 
Badarak & Blessing of Water Service (Bilingual) 

Christmas Brunch  Hosted by Women's Guild 
9:45 - 10:15am Matins Singing of beautiful traditional 
hymns. 
10:15 - 12:15pm Holy Badarak & Blessing of Water Ser-
vice (bilingual) 
12:30 - 1:30pm Christmas Brunch host by the Women's 
Guild 

January 21, 
Sunday 

10th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood of  
Der Mesrob Hovsepyan and Ordination of Acolytes 

 

February 25,  
Sunday AANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

April 31 -
May 6 Annual Diocesan Assembly & Clergy Conference 

February 4, 
Sunday 

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY TAILGATE PARTY 
*All are invited* 12:30 - 2:30pm  

Sponsored by the St. Gregory MEN's CLUB 
Details to follow. 


