
Christ is born and revealed among us 
 

Blessed is the revelation of Christ 

øñÇëïáë ÌÝ³õ »õ Ú³ÛïÝ»ó³õ  
úñÑÝ»³É ¿ Ú³ÛïÝáõÃÇõÝÝ øñÇëïáëÇ  



îûÝ êáõñµ ÌÝÝ¹»³Ý »õ ²ëïáõ³ÍÛ³ïÝáõÃ»³Ý  
î»³éÝ Ù»ñáÛ ÚÇëáõëÇ øñÇëïáëÇ 

Feast of the Nativity and Theophany  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Յունուարի 5-6, 2016  January 5 & 6, 2016 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

The year of “Living the Gospel of Christ” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
All Parish Council members 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Titus 2:11-15. Matthew 1:18-25     

 

 
ÞÝáñÑ³õáñ Üáñ î³ñÇ »õ êáõñµ ÌÝáõÝ¹ 

Happy New Year & Merry Christmas! 
 

We extend our prayers and best wishes to all parishioners 
and friends of St. Gregory for a blessed Christmas season 
and a happy and healthy New Year. May the Light of 
Christ shine within us and may He bless all of us in the 
New Year with the peace of His presence and His love. 

May the joyous announcement of Christ’s birth resound  
in our hearts throughout the whole year! 

ê. ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõë³õáñÇã Ð³Ûó. ²é³ù»É³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇ  
²ñÅÝ. î. Ø»ëñáå øÑÝÛ. Úáíë¿÷»³Ý 

St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm 



ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS  
Why Do Armenians Celebrate Christmas on January 6th?  

"Armenian Christmas," as it is popularly called, is a culmination of celebra-
tions of events related to Christ's Incarnation. Theophany or Epiphany (or 
Asdvadz-a-haydnootyoon in Armenian, which means "Revelation of God") - 
this is the central theme of the Christmas Season in the Armenian Church. 
During the Armenian Christmas season, the major events celebrated are the 
Nativity of Christ in Bethlehem and His Baptism in the River Jordan. The 
day of this major feast in the Armenian Church is January 6th. A ceremony 
called “Blessing of Water” is conducted in the Armenian Church to com-
memorate Christ’s Baptism.  
It is frequently asked why Armenians do not celebrate Christmas on Decem-
ber 25th with the rest of the world. Obviously, the exact date of Christ's birth 
has not been historically established nor is it recorded in the Gospels. How-
ever, historically, all Christian churches celebrated Christ's birth on January 
6th until the fourth century. The feast of Christmas was not a separate church 
feast for the first four centuries of Christian history. It was celebrated with 
Epiphany in the one great feast of God's appearance on earth in the form of 
the human Messiah of Israel.  
The Nativity began to be celebrated on the twenty-fifth of December in order 
to offset the pagan festival of the Invincible Sun, which occurred on that day. 
The Church established it quite consciously as an attempt to defeat the false 
religion of heathens. Christ is the True Sun of Righteousness (Mal 4:2), who 
is himself worshipped by all of the elements of nature.  
At the time, Christians used to observe these pagan festivities. In order to put 
an end to this pagan practice, the church hierarchy designated December 25th 
as the official date of Christmas and January 6th as the feast of Epiphany. 
However, Armenia was not affected by this change for the simple fact that 
there were no such pagan practices in Armenia at the time and the fact that 
the Armenian Church was not a satellite of the Roman Church. Thus, re-
maining faithful to the traditions of their forefathers, Armenians have contin-
ued to celebrate Christmas on January 6th until this day. 

GODFATHER OF THE CROSS 
 

For the Blessing of the Water Service commemorating the Baptism of 
our Lord on January 6th, the very special privilege of serving as 
“Godfather of the Cross” has been extended to Nicholas Cehreci. In 
this capacity, Nicholas will have the responsibility of bearing the 
Holy Cross after it has been submerged into the blessed Holy Water, 
and welcoming the faithful to kiss the cross as they receive their por-
tion of blessed water at the end of the service.  



January 5, 
2016 

Tuesday 

EVE OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY  
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST - J’RAKALOOYTZ  

6:00-6:30 pm - Reading of Holy Scriptures in both languages           
                      by Armenian School & Sunday School students 
6:30-7:45 pm - Divine Liturgy of Light - J’rakalootzee Soorp 
                         Badarak  

Home Blessing and Candlelight to follow in the small hall.  

January 6, 
2016 

Wednesday 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 9:45-10:15 am  - Matins - Singing Armenian  
                             Christmas Hymns 
10:15-11:45 am - Christmas Badarak 
11:45-12:00 pm - Blessing of Water Service  
12:00-1:30 pm -   Christmas Lunch "Agape Meal" 

January 10, 
2016 

Sunday 

FEAST OF NAMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
9:45-10:15 am -  Matins Singing of beautiful traditional 
                            hymns 
10:15-11:45 am - Holy Badarak 
11:45-12:00 pm - Blessing of Water Service (Bilingual) 
12:00-1:30 pm -  Christmas Brunch -  
                            Hosted by Women's Guild 

February 28,  
Sunday 

Annual Parish Assembly 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy 

January 6, 2016 
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF  

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
We extend our appreciation to all who have brought a dish  

to share after the services. Thank you. 

 Christmas poinsettias are donated to the glory of God  by  
Anthony & Zepure Madjarian, and  

William & Shake McMahon. 









îÜúðÐÜ¾ø  /  CHRISTMAS HOME BLESSING 

From the earliest times, the home was a sacred place, the 
center of family and ritual life. It is the most basic of all 
social structures, where we are born and live many years, a 
place where great family events transpire. Here we break 
bread, share joys and sorrows, pray, celebrate, worship. 
Here God is present in the loving relationships that tran-
scend fragile human existence. Every family is a miniature 
of a “Little Church—Ecclesia” and in this “Little Church” 
the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of 
God permeate.  

According to the sacred traditions of the Armenian Church, God’s blessing is asked 
for homes on different occasions, like on the Nativity and the Resurrection of Christ, 
as well as on the joyous occasion of moving into a new home.  
During the Home Blessing the priest blesses the bread (which symbolically repre-
sents the Word of God), the water (which is the most essential element of life and 
figuratively represents cleanness) and the salt (which seasons and purifies). These 
three fundamental elements are essential life-giving gifts for human life. In the 
prayer the priest asks for purity and abundance of the three gifts, blesses the home 
and all its dwellers, and asks God to keep them away from visible and invisible ene-
mies, and protect them under His powerful right hand, granting them health of soul 
and body. 
Today, more than ever, we need the presence and blessing of the Lord in our homes 
and lives. The revival of this centuries old custom will certainly bring us close to our 
Lord.  
Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-9399, church office  
(914) 428-2595, email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  

ՏՆՕՐՀՆԷՔ  
Ս. Ծնունդին և Ս. Զատկին կատարւող սովորութիւն է, որ քահանան 
կ՛այցելի իր ծուխի տուները, աւետելու համար Փրկչի Ծնունդը կամ 
Յարութիւնը. այս այցելութիւնը, կամ աւելի ճիշտ աւետումը, կոչւում է 
Տնօրհնէք: 
Տնօրհնէքը սկսւել է առաքելական շրջանից: Առաքեալները շրջում էին 
տուները, աւետելով Քրիստոսի Ծնունդը կամ Յարութիւնը. 
հաւատացեալները ևս փոխադարձ այցելութիւն էին տալիս իրար, ուրախ 
լուրը աւետելու համար: Այժմ տնօրհնէքը կատարում են միայն 
քահանաները: 
Տնօրհնէքի ժամանակ Քրիստոսի Ծնունդն ու Յարութիւնն աւետելով 
հանդերձ, քահանան օրհնում է տունը և տան բնակիչներին, որպեսզի 
Աստուած հովանի և պահապան լինի տան բնակիչներին: 


