
 

Christ is born and revealed among us 
 

Blessed is the revelation of Christ 
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JANUARY 12, 2020  
SIXTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT.  

Feast of the Naming of Our Lord 

ՀՈՒՆՈՒԱՐԻ 12, 2020 
Տօն ÚÇëáõëÇ øñÇëïáëÇ Անուանակոչութեան  

FR. MESROB HOVSEPYAN, PASTOR MORNING SERVICE: 

DIVINE LITURGY: 

YEAR OF THE FAMILY 
2020  

9:45 A.M. 

10:15 A.M. 

WELCOME TO 

ST. GREGORY  
THE ENLIGHTENER   

ARMENIAN CHURCH 
êàôð´ ¶ðÆ¶àð Èàôê²ôàðÆâ 

PC MEMBERS ON DUTY: 

Chris Bonfiglio 
Ellie Krolian 
Gayane Manukyan 

1 Timothy: 1:1-11 
John 2:1-11 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

Our address: 
  

Office hours: 
  

Contact us:  

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605, 
www.stgregorywp.com 
  

Tuesday-Friday 9a.m.-3p.m., Mondays closed. 
 

Office: (914) 428-2595, saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com 



HOLY NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY 
(BIRTH, BAPTISM, AND REVELATION OF GOD) 

In the Armenian Church, and for the Armenian people, the most 
joyous and beloved feast is that of the Holy Nativity and The-
ophany.  It is celebrated each year with great joy and ceremony. 
The revelation of God – Theophany – took place at the beginning 
of the first century when for mankind and history a new era began 
– the Christian Era. 
Christ was born in Bethlehem, under the most humble circum-
stances.  He lived for 33 years. From the Holy Birth to His Cruci-
fixion, His Life was extraordinarily miraculous and for mankind it 
showed a way of life, to comprehend the true God. 
Man, since the earliest of recorded time, has always had a religion. 
Man has worshipped nature’s elements, animals, symbolic idols, 
persons of wisdom or power, and prophets.  He has built altars 
and temples of worship.  However, none of these has been fully 
satisfying to mankind. 
Christ’s Revelation as God put an end to man’s mental bewilder-
ment and scrutiny. God sent His Son to mankind to teach the 
truth, to enlighten the mind, so that man might live and enjoy life 
under the noblest of principles.  Thus, Christ’s Birth became re-
cognized as a great turning point in mankind’s life, and in history. 
Throughout the entire world, with great ceremony each year 
faithful observe the Nativity as a feast hailing the new enlighten-
ment, peace, and love of man.  During this special season we re-
flect on the mystery and significance of Christ becoming flesh, 
and remembering life’s most essential principle – peace and love 
among all the world’s people.  

 
JESUS’ BAPTISM – BLESSING OF THE WATER 

During the earliest centuries the Sacrament of Baptism, which 
was celebrated with the Nativity, was regarded to be of the high-
est level of importance.  The profound significance and im-
portance of the Baptism remains even today, receiving great em-
phasis in Christianity. 
In the Armenian Church, Baptism is one of the seven sacra-
ments.  It became established and consecrated by St. John, who as 
forerunner to the Savior’s sacred mission had preached Jesus’ 
Revelation.  For that reason he was called John the Baptist. 



GODFATHER OF THE CROSS 
 

For the Blessing of the Water Service 
commemorating the Baptism of our 
Lord today the very special privi-
lege of serving as “Godfather of the 
Cross” has been extended to Avo 
Sarkissian. In this capacity, Avo 

will have the responsibility of bearing the Holy Cross after it 
has been submerged into the blessed Holy Water, and welcom-
ing the faithful to kiss the cross as they receive their portion of 
blessed water at the end of the service.  

In being baptized, Jesus became a living example to mankind.  It is 
in memory of that act that we conduct a special ceremony on Jan-
uary 6th immediately after the Divine Liturgy.  In historical times 
that ceremony was conducted on the banks of rivers and streams, 
following the examples of Jesus being baptized in the River Jor-
dan.  In the course of time, because of practical difficulties, it be-
came a necessary practice to memorialize Jesus’ baptism within 
the church sanctuary, in the rite of the Blessing of Water 
(Chourorhnek). 

FEAST OF NAMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
Each year, on January 13, the Armenian Apostolic Church 
celebrates the Feast of Naming of Our Lord Jesus Christ. As 
Evangelist St. Luke writes in his Gospel, according to 
the  Jewish tradition “On the eighth day, when it was time to 
circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had 
given him before he had been conceived.” (Lk 2:21).  
“Jesus” is a Hebrew word meaning “Savior”.  According to the 
Gospel according to Luke when the angel Gabriel came to 
Mary to give her the good tidings of the birth of the Son of 
the Most High, he said that Mary would name the baby 
“Jesus”. “You will be with child and give birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name Jesus.” (Lk 1:31). Parallel to the 
name “Jesus” the name “Christ” is given to the Savior, which 
is a Greek word meaning “Consecrated” and corresponding 
to the Hebrew word “Messiah”.  



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
The reading is from the First Episle of Paul to Timothy (1:1-11) 
As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephe-
sus so that you may command certain people not to teach false 
doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and end-
less genealogies. Such things promote controversial specula-
tions rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith. The 
goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and 
a good conscience and a sincere faith. Some have departed from 
these and have turned to meaningless talk. They want to be teach-
ers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about 
or what they so confidently affirm. 
We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. We also 
know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreak-
ers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, 
for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, for the 
sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for slave 
traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary 
to the sound doctrine that conforms to the gospel concerning the 
glory of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. 

The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ accord-
ing to John (2:1-11) 
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ 
mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invit-
ed to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to 
him, “They have no more wine.” 
“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not 
yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 
you. ”Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews 
for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gal-
lons.  
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled 
them to the brim. 
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master 
of the banquet.” 
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that 
had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come 
from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then 
he called the bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the 
choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have 
had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 



Continued on the next page. 

TODAY 
 

Divine Liturgy.  
FEAST OF NAMING OF OUR LORD  

JESUS CHRIST 
Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Water Service 

 
Christmas Brunch hosted by Women's Guild 

JANUARY 25, 
SATURDAY 

Youth Activity Night 
6:00-9:00 pm 

The flyer can be found inside. 

JANUARY 26, 
SUNDAY 

Narrated Divine Liturgy 
Divine Liturgy will be celebrated along with nar-
rations in English. It will make possible to follow 

the Badarak with greater  
understanding.  

FEBRUARY 1, 
SATURDAY 

Armenian Heritige Night 
6:00pm 

The flyer can be found on the back page. 

FEBRUARY 9, 
SUNDAY 

Cultural Committee Art Show. 
The flyer can be found in the narthex. 

FEBRUARY 16, 
SUNDAY 

Lionel Galstaun Annual Memorial Concert. 
Details to follow. 

FEBRUARY 22, 
SATURDAY 

Family Fun Event by the Armenian School 
Details to follow. 

FEBRUARY 23, 
SUNDAY 

POON PAREKENTAN  
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

following immediately the Divine Liturgy 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 



MARCH 6,  
FRIDAY 

LENTEN FRIDAY EVENING  
SERVICE AND PRESENTAION 

6:30pm - Lenten Service;  
7:00pm - Lenten Dinner  7:30pm - Program 

Details to follow. 

MARCH 20, 
FRIDAY 

LENTEN FRIDAY EVENING  
SERVICE AND PRESENTAION 

6:30pm - Lenten Service;  
7:00pm - Lenten Dinner  7:30pm - Program 

Details to follow. 

APRIL 3,  
FRIDAY 

LENTEN FRIDAY EVENING  
SERVICE AND PRESENTAION 

6:30pm - Lenten Service;  
7:00pm - Lenten Dinner  7:30pm - Program 

Details to follow. 

APRIL 5,  
SUNDAY 

PALM SUNDAY 
 Annual ACYOA Day Luncheon.  

APRIL 12,  
SUNDAY 

Easter Sunday:  
Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of  

our Lord Jesus Christ 

APRIL 26,  
SUNDAY 

Narrated Divine Liturgy 
Divine Liturgy will be celebrated along with nar-
rations in English. It will make possible to follow 

the Badarak with greater  
understanding.  

 
Movie Presentation  

The Stateless Diplomat: Diana Apcar's  
Heroic Life with Mimi Malayan via Skype 

APRIL 28- 
MAY 3 

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY &  
CLERGY CONFERENCE 

Dallas, TX 



îÜúðÐÜ¾ø  /  CHRISTMAS HOME BLESSING 

Home Blessing /Dnorhnek/ is a beautiful tradition 
of the Armenian Church which is performed on se-
veral occasions: namely after the feasts of Holy Na-
tivity and Holy Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as well as on the occasion of moving to a 
new home. 

Today, more than ever, we need the presence and blessing of the 
Lord in our homes and lives. The revival of this centuries old 
custom will certainly bring us close to our Lord.  
Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-
9399, church office  (914) 428-2595, email: 
fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  

Your  

Membership  

Matters 

“The body does not 
consist of one mem-

ber but of many”  
(1 Corn. 12:14) 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church membership 
dues for 2019, please do so as soon as possible to ensure your sta-
tus and the right to participate in the upcoming Annual Assembly 
on February 23, 2020.   
We want your vote to be heard so please be sure to renew your 
membership.  
The annual membership due is $100 p/person and the member-
ship forms can be found in the narthex.  









Detailed itinerary and the application can be found in 
the narthex.  


