
FEBRUARY 9, 2020  
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE OCTAVE OF THEOPHANY 

ՓԵՏՐՈՒԱՐԻ 9, 2020  

 ¸ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ ¼ÏÝÇ ÌÝÝ¹»³Ý  

FR. MESROB HOVSEPYAN, PASTOR MORNING SERVICE: 

DIVINE LITURGY: 

9:45 A.M. 

10:15 A.M. 

WELCOME TO 

ST. GREGORY  
THE ENLIGHTENER   

ARMENIAN CHURCH 
êàôð´ ¶ðÆ¶àð Èàôê²ôàðÆâ 

PC MEMBERS ON DUTY: 

Chris Bonfiglio 
Ellie Krolian 
Edik Eskandarian 

2 Timothy: 3:1-12 
John 6:22-38 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

Our address: 
  

Office hours: 
  

Contact us:  

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605, www.stgregorywp.com 
  

Tuesday-Friday 9a.m.-3p.m., Mondays closed. 
 

Office: (914) 428-2595, saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com 
Fr. Mesrob: (804) 405-9399, fr.mesrob@yahoo.com 

St. Sargis the warrior 

REQUIEM SERVICE WILL BE OFFERED FOR:  
  

Alice Meneshian Giunta (40th Day) 
Requested by: The Meneshian and Giunta Families  

 

May God rest her soul in His eternal peace and presence and grant her 
loved ones the comfort of the Holy Spirit.  



ST. SARKIS, PATRON OF YOUTH AND LOVE 
 

In Armenia it is accepted to celebrate the Feast of St. Sarkis not only 
according to church rites and prayer, but also according to various 
folk traditions. St. Sarkis the Captain is the patron of youth. Many 
miracles happen thanks to his intercession. On the day of the feast 
young people pray the saint asking him to make their prayers audi-
ble to God. St. Sarkis is the realizer of the love longings. 
There are many legends about St. Sarkis and one of them is the fol-
lowing. Poor bard Gharib loved Shah-Sanam who was the daughter 
of a very rich man. Shah-Sanam loved him, too, but because the 
bard was poor, the Shah-Sanam’s father was against their marriage 
as he wished to marry his daughter to a rich man. Bard Gharib de-
cided to go to foreign countries to earn money and to accumulate 
wealth. But before leaving for foreign countries bard Gharib asked 
Shah-Sanam to promise to wait for him for seven years providing 
that if he were late even for one day the young woman might marry 
according to her father’s will. That seven-year-period was a very 
difficult period for bard Gharib. He couldn’t see his beloved, had no 
news of her, and nevertheless, he wasn’t disappointed and waited 
for the time when they would meet, make up family and live togeth-
er all their life. 
Working day and night for seven years bard Gharib accumulated 
wealth and started his way back to the motherland. However, on his 
way back he faced many difficulties and hardships. It seemed to him 
that he wouldn’t be able to reach his beloved. So, he prayed with 
honest heart and righteous mind for the help of St. Sarkis asking. 
Listening the prayer of the bard St. Sarkis immediately appeared sit-
ting on his white horse, seated him on the back of the horse and in 
one moment brought him to Shah-Sanam. Seeing the bard’s strong 
will, their sincere and deep love and devotion, Shah-Sanam’s father 
blessed their union. Fast of Catechumens established by St. Gregory 
the Illuminator precedes the feast. On the eve of the feast, in the 
evening, young people eat salty cookies and relate the appearance 
of their future bride or bridegroom in their dream to eating of the 
salty cookie. Also, on the night preceding the feast of St. Sarkis the 
faithful people place a tray full of gruel before the door believing 
that while passing near their door at dawn St. Sarkis will leave his 
footprint on the gruel symbolizing the fulfilment of their dreams. 
People in love present each other cards, flowers or sweets on the 
occasion of the feast. On the day of the feast a Divine Liturgy is cel-
ebrated in all churches named after St. Sarkis. Following the Liturgy 
a special ceremony of blessing of young people will be offered. 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The reading is from the Second Epistle of Paul to  
Timothy (3:1-12) 
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last 
days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of mon-
ey, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their par-
ents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slander-
ous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God— having a form of godliness but denying 
its power. Have nothing to do with such people. 
They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain 
control over gullible women, who are loaded down with sins 
and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, always learning 
but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. Just as 
Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these teachers 
oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as 
far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. But they will not 
get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly 
will be clear to everyone. 
You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, 
my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, 
sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Anti-
och, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the 
Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone who 
wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
 
 The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ 
according to John (6:22-38) 
The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite 
shore of the lake realized that only one boat had been there, 
and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that 
they had gone away alone. Then some boats from Tiberi-
as landed near the place where the people had eaten the 
bread after the Lord had given thanks.  Once the crowd real-
ized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got 
into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 



îÜúðÐÜ¾ø  /  CHRISTMAS HOME BLESSING 

Home Blessing /Dnorhnek/ is a beautiful tradition 
of the Armenian Church which is performed on se-
veral occasions: namely after the feasts of Holy Na-
tivity and Holy Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as well as on the occasion of moving to a 
new home. 
Today, more than ever, we need the presence and 

blessing of the Lord in our homes and lives. The revival of this 
centuries old custom will certainly bring us close to our Lord.  
Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-
9399, church office  (914) 428-2595,  
email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  

Your  

Membership  

Matters 

“The body does not 
consist of one mem-

ber but of many”  
(1 Corn. 12:14) 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church membership 
dues for 2019, please do so as soon as possible to ensure your sta-
tus and the right to participate in the upcoming Annual Assembly 
on February 23, 2020.   
We want your vote to be heard so please be sure to renew your 
membership.  
The annual membership due is $100 p/person and the member-
ship forms can be found in the narthex.  



Wanted: Old iPads 
Not sure what to do with your old iPad? We can find use of 1 or 2 
iPads (preferably 12.9” screen size) during the Morning worship 
services for music notes and service files instead of printing.  
Smaller screen iPods (9.7 or 10.2) can possibly be used by our 
choir to replace and upgrade the binders of the music notes of 
the Divine Liturgy. 
Perhaps your gently used iPad can find a new home at church! 
Please contact Fr. Mesrob if you have an iPad you would like to 
donate. 

 
 

Invitation to the  
Annual Parish Assembly 

 
Հրաւէր Տարեկան Ծխական 

Անդամական Ժողովի 
 

February 23, 2020  
Sunday 











Children’s Communion and Sermons 
Communion will be distributed to Sunday School stu-
dents and Children’s sermon will be delivered by Der 

Mesrob on the first Sunday of the month.  
All the children of our community are encouraged to 

join us on those special Sundays.  

Got a Question for Der Hayr? 
Is there a question on faith/spirituality/Armenian 

Church that you would like to be answered or a topic 
that you would like to hear a sermon about?  

Please drop your questions and topic suggestions into 
the suggestion box placed in the narthex. The questions 
and the topic suggestions will help Der Mesrob to pre-

pare and deliver an interactive sermon on the last   
Sunday of a month.  

ADULT DANCE LESSONS 
We are happy to announce Armenian Dance lessons for 

adults held twice a month on Saturdays. If you are interested 
to join the group please contact Fr. Mesrob for details.  

The lessons are instructed by Arsen Sargsyan.  

YOUTH DIRECTOR POSITION  
Parish Council of St. Gregory is seeking a part-time Youth 
Director, a motivated individual with strong initiative who 

will be responsible to oversee, manage and develop the 
church’s programs for the youth of our community. For 

more details please speak to Der Mesrob or Parish Council 
members.  



Continued on the next page. 

TODAY Divine Liturgy. Sing-a-long Sunday. 
Cultural Committee Art Show. 
The flyers can be found in the bulletin. 

FEBRUARY 16, 
SUNDAY 

Blessing of the Couples Service following 
immediately the Divine Liturgy 
 
Lionel Galstaun Annual Memorial Concert. 
The flyers can be found in the bulletin. 

FEBRUARY 22, 
SATURDAY 

Family Fun Event organized by the Armenian 
School 
For details see the flyer in the bulletin.  

FEBRUARY 23, 
SUNDAY 

POON PAREKENTAN  
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
following immediately the Divine Liturgy 

MARCH 1,  
SUNDAY 

Potluck Sunday: Please bring refreshments to 
share with parishioners during the coffee hour 
 

ACYOA Juniors Meeting following the Badarak 

MARCH 6,  
FRIDAY 

LENTEN FRIDAY EVENING  
SERVICE AND PRESENTAION 
6:30pm - Lenten Service 
7:00pm - Lenten Dinner   
7:30pm - Program 
“Building up the Body of Christ”  
presented by Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan 

MARCH 20, 
FRIDAY 

LENTEN FRIDAY EVENING  
SERVICE AND PRESENTATION 
6:30pm - Lenten Service 
7:00pm - Lenten Dinner   
7:30pm - Program 
“Follow me: Exercising the Body of Christ.” 
presented by Subdeacon Andrew Kayaian. 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 



MARCH 21-22, 
SATURDAY-

SUNDAY 

Annual ACYOA Jrs. Regional  
Lenten Retreat 
All youth ages 13 and up are invited to attend the 
retreat. Youth from the Armenian communities of 
NY, NJ, PA, and CT will be invited. For details 
please contact Chris Pahrigian  
cpahigian@friendsny.org  or Taleen Postian at 
taleen.postian@gmail.com. 

APRIL 3,  
FRIDAY 

LENTEN FRIDAY EVENING  
SERVICE AND PRESENTAION 
6:30pm - Lenten Service 
7:00pm - Lenten Dinner   
7:30pm - Program 
“To Build Up, We Must Give”  
presented by Deacon Eric Vozzy 

APRIL 5,  
SUNDAY 

PALM SUNDAY 
Annual ACYOA Day Luncheon.  
Details to follow. 

APRIL 12,  
SUNDAY 

Easter Sunday:  
Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of  
our Lord Jesus Christ 

APRIL 26,  
SUNDAY 

Narrated Divine Liturgy 
Divine Liturgy will be celebrated along with nar-
rations in English which will helps us to follow 
the Badarak with greater understanding.  
 

Movie Presentation  
The Stateless Diplomat: Diana Apcar's  
Heroic Life.  
For details see the flyer in the narthex. 

SING-A-LONG SUNDAY 
In an effort to have our faithful take an active role in worship, our 
choir will be dispersed among the congregation today. EVERYONE 
is welcome to sing the hymns of our Badarak however, please re-
frain from singing the priests or deacons portions. The worship is 
intended to be a dialogue between the congregation and priest 
who is offering prayers on our behalf. The choir will join the con-
gregation after the recitation of Havadamk (Creed). We hope you 
enjoy the experience! 


