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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

The year of “100 Years of Remembrance: 1915-2015” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Christine Koobatian, Lauren Kayaian, & Arman Bedonian 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Hebrews 4:16-5:10. Luke 18:9-14  

 

 
Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak.  

ÚÇëÝ³ÏÇ ÐÇÝ·»ñáñ¹ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 
Fifth Sunday of Advent 



êáõñµ êï»÷³Ýáë Ü³Ë³ë³ñÏ³í³·   
St. Stephen the Protomartyr and the first martyr 

The Feast of Saint Stephen (Soorp Stepanosi Don) is a very special feast 
celebrated in the Armenian Church on December 25. It is a day when the 
great protomartyr and first deacon of the Church is honored in such a way 
that all the deacons of the Armenian Church are remembered and honored as 
well. 
Saint Stephen (Saint Stepanos in Armenian) was the first Christian martyr 
and the first of seven deacons to be ordained by the twelve apostles. The 
responsibility of these seven deacons was to take care of the secular needs of 
the Hellenic (Greek Speaking) Jewish Christian community in Jerusalem. If 
we read Acts 6 & 7 we see that Saint Stephen did much more. Reading on in 
Acts 8, we understand that Stephen began to preach the word of God,” and 
Stephen, full of the grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the 
people.” 
Truly feeling the power of God, Saint Stephen worked hard to spread God’s 
name and love in the Jewish community of Jerusalem. However, he became 
controversial, falsely accused, and taken to the Sanhedrin, charged with 
blasphemy and convicted. He was stoned to death as he was cast out of the 
city. The site of his martyrdom was the eastern gate of Jerusalem, which was 
later, named after him. 
As he was being stoned, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
Then he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, “ Lord do not hold this sin 
against them.” Acts: 7.59. 
In summary: Saint Stephen was the first martyr and also the first protodea-
con. His feast day holds much meaning for us as Armenian Christians. Saint 
Stephen has been an example of Christian life. We honor him on his feast 
day and honor those who have followed his path. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

We extend our prayers and best wishes to all  
parishioners and friends of St. Gregory the Enlightener for 

a blessed Christmas season and  
a happy and healthy New Year.  

May the Light of Christ shine within us and may He bless 
all of us with the peace of His presence and  

love in the New Year.  
May God bless and keep You well! 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS  

The first reading is from the Letter to the Hebrews 
(4:16‑5:10) 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on 
behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.  
He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is 
beset with weakness.  Because of this he is bound to offer sacrifice for 
his own sins as well as for those of the people.  And one does not take 
the honor upon himself, but he is called by God, just as Aaron was. 
So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was 
appointed by him who said to him. 
“You are my Son, today I have begotten you;” as he says also in an-
other place, 
“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered us prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard for his godly fear.  Although he was a Son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered; and being made perfect 
he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, being 
designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.  
 
The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ 
according to Luke (Luke 18:9‑14) 
He also told his parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and despised others:  “Two men went up into the tem-
ple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  
The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, `God, I thank you 
that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I 
get.'   
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God, be merciful to me a sin-
ner!'  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than 
the other; for every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.”  



îÜúðÐÜ¾ø  /  CHRISTMAS HOME BLESSING 
From the earliest times, the home was a sacred place, the cen-
ter of family and ritual life. It is the most basic of all social 
structures, where we are born and live many years, a place 
where great family events transpire. Here we break bread, 
share joys and sorrows, pray, celebrate, worship. Here God is 
present in the loving relationships that transcend fragile human 
existence. Every family is a miniature of a “Little Church—

Ecclesia” and in this “Little Church” the inexhaustible love and the very generous 
blessing of God permeate.  
According to the sacred traditions of the Armenian Church, God’s blessing is asked 
for homes on different occasions, like on the Nativity and the Resurrection of Christ, 
as well as on the joyous occasion of moving into a new home.  
During the Home Blessing the priest blesses the bread (which symbolically repre-
sents the Word of God), the water (which is the most essential element of life and 
figuratively represents cleanness) and the salt (which seasons and purifies). These 
three fundamental elements are essential life-giving gifts for human life. In the 
prayer the priest asks for purity and abundance of the three gifts, blesses the home 
and all its dwellers, and asks God to keep them away from visible and invisible ene-
mies, and protect them under His powerful right hand, granting them health of soul 
and body. 
Schedule your Christmas Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-9399, 
church office  (914) 428-2595, email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  

BIBLE STUDY  
Come to explore together the pathways of the New Testament and 
to increase our faith and spiritual fulfillment through study of the 
Holy Scriptures led by Der Mesrob Hovsepyan.  
 

The next Bible Study session: 
January (date TBA), Thursday - 10:00-11:00 AM  

Feel free to join our group.  

CALLING ALL PARISHIONERS!   
The Parish Council invites you to be a party of our growing com-
munity! There are so many ways to get involved at our thriving 
church!  One of the easiest ways is to host Coffee Hour!  Hosting 
Coffee Hour is very simple and fun too!   
Please email Maria Stepanian at mstepct@gmail.com or call at 
203-550-4897 if your are interested or have any questions.  
Looking forward to hearing from you all!  



 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:  

Parishioners who wish to donate poinsettias to decorate the 
altar and the sanctuary during the Christmas season can 
give their donations to the Parish Council members or mail 
it to the church office. Thank you. 



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Sam Hagopian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Agnes Bostonian, Mary Sohigian, Catherine Papalian,  
Mary Aljalian (Fr. Arakel & Yn Natasha’s daughter,  

Watertown, MA) 
 as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, 

and grant them good health & recovery. 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering any physical or 

spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add them to his prayer list where 
they will be remembered before “the Holy and Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucha-

rist.  We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church membership 
(voting) dues for 2015, please do so before the end of December to 
ensure your status and the right to participate in the upcoming annual 
assembly.  Thank you for your cooperation. 



Urgent Appeal to Help Syrian-Armenians in  
Syria and Armenia 

 
The St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church in Westchester, NY has 
launched a fundraising campaign to aid our Armenian brothers and sisters in 
Syria and Armenia.The fundraising will be conducted on three levels: 
 
A. Host a Family – help most destitute families (with 2-3 children) 
transportation from Aleppo to Yerevan, and to provide modest housing in 
Yerevan to get settled and start a new life in the homeland. Anticipated 
approximate expense $40,000 house, $10,000 for transportation and 
immediate settling before getting a job. 
 
B. Adopt a Family - to help a needy family (with 2 or 3 children) already in 
Yerevan and care for their immediate needs until they become self-
sufficient; mostly $600 donation. 
 
C. Current Care – ranging from $10 to $50 a month to care for the daily 
needs of Syrian families  in Armenia until they become self sufficient. 
 
We hereby appeal to every family in our community to participate in this 
caring effort of reaching out to help our destitute brothers and sisters in 
Aleppo who are facing life-threatening  daily dangers. 
 
You may choose any level of immediate assistance and mail or bring your 
checks (St. Gregory the Enlightener Church – memo: (Syrian Armenian 
Aid) to the church. 
 
For additional information please contact Gregory Sahagian at 914-469-
1565 or email at greg.sahagian@gmail.com. 
 
Periodic reports will be forthcoming. 
 
Thank you for your generous support. 

JUNIOR CHOIR PRACTICES 
DATES: Today 

TIME: 12:30 PM 
PLACE: In the sanctuary 

All youth of the parish ages 5 & up   
are welcome! 

 
 
 



TODAY Sunday School in session. 

December 24, 
Thursday 

Commemoration of St. Stephen the Protomartyr 
and Christmas Eve at St. Gregory 

5:30 - 6:00 pm - Christmas Musicale  
6:00 - 6:30 pm - St. Stephen's Feast Vespers 
(Bilingual) 
6:30 - 7:00 pm - Christmas Pageant by Sunday 
School Students.  
Refreshments to follow in Tutak Hall 

January 5, 
2016 

Tuesday 

EVE OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY  
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST - J’RAKALOOYTZ  

6:00-6:30 pm - Reading of Holy Scriptures in both lan-
guages by Armenian School & Sunday School students 
6:30-7:45 pm - Divine Liturgy of Light - J’rakalootzee 
Soorp Badarak  

January 6, 
2016 

Wednesday 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 9:45-10:15 am  - Matins - Singing Armenian  
                             Christmas Hymns 
10:15-11:45 am - Christmas Badarak 
11:45-12:00 pm - Blessing of Water Service  
12:00-1:30 pm -   Christmas Lunch "Agape Meal" 

January 10, 
2016 

Sunday  

FEAST OF NAMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
9:45-10:15 am - Matins, Morning Service  
10:15-11:45 am - Holy Badarak 
11:45-12:00 pm - Blessing of Water Service (Bilingual) 
12:00-1:30 pm - Christmas Brunch - Hosted by Women's 
Guild 

January 6, 2016 
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF  

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
We ask all attendants to kindly contribute a dish  

to share (for 8-10 people) after the services. Thank you. 


