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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Thursday 9:30-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Legacy of Our Martyrs: A Gift to Carry Forward” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Arman Bedonian, Gayane Hamparsoumian, Mike Pisani 
Today’s  Scripture Readings: Philippians 4:8-23. Luke 11:1-13 

 

Requiem Service was requested for the soul of: 
 

Dimitru Andriano (40th day) 
By:  Aida Andriano & Family  

May God rest his soul in His eternal peace and presence and  
grant his loved ones the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

ÚÇëÝ³ÏÇ ²é³çÇÝ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 
First Sunday of Advent 



PRESENTATION OF THREE-YEAR-OLD  
ST. MARY TO THE CHURCH 

One of the feasts dedicated to the Holy Virgin is the presentation of three-
year-old Mary (Holy Mother of God) to the temple. All Christian Churches 
celebrate this feast of November 21. 
According to the Holy Tradition of the Church, after Mary’s becoming three
-year-old, the parents of the Holy Virgin, Jehoiakim and Anna, fulfilling 
their promise, bring Mary to the Temple and present her to God. Mary re-
mains in the Church till her engagement. Establishment of the feast is re-
lated to the Cathedral, which was built by the King Justinianos in honor of 
St. Mary, the Holy Mother of God, in the place of the old Jewish temple, on 
the hill Moria. The cathedral had been consecrated on November 21, 543 
AD. 
After 638 AD, when the Cathedral, built by the King Justinianos, is con-
verted into a Moslem temple, the celebration of the feast spreads throughout 
the entire Christian world. The Feast of presentation of St. Mary to the 
Church has been included in the Armenian Apostolic Church Calendar in 
the nineteenth century. 

FEASTS RELATED TO ST. MARY, THE MOTHER-OF-GOD 
The Feast of the Assumption of Mary: The church, on the occasion of Mary’s 
“death”, offers the greatest respect with great solemnity and rituals. While 
there are other feasts associated with Mary, the feast of the Assumption of 
Mary is a non-variable commemoration and the oldest of all those dedicated 
to the Holy Mother. All churches celebrate it on August 15th. The Armenian 
Church celebrates this feast on the nearest Sunday to the 15th of August 
(August 12-18), a schedule adopted at the time of St. Nersess the Graceful. 

Feast of the Conception of St. Mary: Although chronologically the first in the 
events of the Holy Mother’s life, this feast entered in the church calendar 
relatively late and has no specific hymn of its own. 
Feast of the Birth of the Holy Mother of God: The second feast of the Holy 
Mother is her birth, which is nonvariable and celebrated alike by all tradi-
tional churches on September 8th. There is no information concerning her 
birth and, in fact, the place of her birth, whether Nazareth or Bethlehem— 
nor the date. Based on the Jewish tradition of that time, it is safe to say she 
was between 14 and 18 years of age when the Annunciation took place. 

ՏՕՆ ԵՐԵՔԱՄԵԱՅ ՍՈՒՐԲ ԱՍՏՈՒԱԾԱԾՆԻ  ՏԱՃԱՐԻ ԸՆԾԱՅՄԱՆ 
Սուրբ Կոյս Մարիամին նվիրուած տօներէն մին երեքամեայ Սուրբ 
Մարիամ Աստուածածնի` տաճարին ընծայման տօնն է, որ բոլոր 
քրիստոնէական եկեղեցիները կը նշէն Նոյեմբերի 21-ին: Ըստ 
աւանդութեան` Սուրբ Տիրամօր երեք տարին լրանալէն ետք անոր 
աստուածաւախ ու բարեպաշտ ծնողները` Ս. Յովակիմն ու Ս. Աննան, 
իրենց ուխտի համաձայն, Սուրբ Մարիամին կ՛ընծայեն տաճարին, ուր ան 
կը մնայ մինչև նշանուելը: 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The first reading is from the Second Letter of Paul to the Phi-
lippians 4:8-23 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is no-
ble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praisewor-
thy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned or 
received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into prac-
tice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
 
The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ ac-
cording to Luke 11:1-13 
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, 
one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as 
John taught his disciples.”He said to them, “When you pray, 
say:  
“Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us 
each day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also for-
give everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into tempta-
tion.” 
Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you 
go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of 
bread;  a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have 
no food to offer him.’ And suppose the one inside answers, 
‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children 
and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’  I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread be-
cause of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he 
will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For every-
one who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one 
who knocks, the door will be opened. 
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scor-
pion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 



Armenia Fund’s International Thanksgiving Day  
Telethon 2016 

November 24th, 2016 
Having become a Thanksgiving Day tradition for Arme-
nians around the world, the Telethon will air from Los 
Angeles and be broadcast from coast to coast and inter-
nationally. 
Proceeds from Telethon 2016 will benefit emergency 
and disaster preparedness for Armenia and Karabakh by 
helping source, purchase, and administer first aid medi-
cines, advanced emergency and trauma kits for hospitals 
and clinics, temporary housing (tents), warm blankets, 
non-perishable food items, water purification systems, 

portable kitchens and other back-up measures for basic staples to sustain life in case 
of a severe emergency or humanitarian disaster. 
If you live outside of our broadcast areas, please watch the Telethon webcast by vis-
iting www.armeniafund.org on U.S. Thanksgiving Day, November 24th, 2016. 



A REMINDER— if you have not yet paid your church membership 
(voting) dues for 2016, please do so before the end of December to 
ensure your status and the right to participate in the upcoming annual 
assembly.  Thank you for being a loyal member of our church. 



 IT’S HARVEST TIME 
It is time to remember those housed in shelters right here 
in our own town. Please be generous with non-perishable 

items to fill our local food pantries.   
Thank you and God bless you! 

Gail Keyishian, Outreach Committee 

JUNIOR CHOIR PRACTICES 
DATES:  

Dec. 4 & 18 
TIME: 12:30 PM 

PLACE: In the sanctuary 
All youth of the parish ages 5 & up   

are welcome! 

 
 
 

Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Lucine Adourian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Catherine Papalian, Girair Poladian;  
Mary Azarian(for quick recovery) 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 
grant them good health & recovery. 

 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

ACOLYTE TRAINING SESSIONS 
All boys (ages 8 and over) and girls (ages 8-12) who are interested in be-

coming altar servers are encouraged to attend the Acolyte Training Program 
that Fr. Mesrob will start in October.  

Dec. 11; Time: 12:30 PM in the sanctuary  
The Acolyte’s Training Program is tailored for young boys/girls who would 
like to learn to participate in the liturgical services of the Armenian Church 

as altar servers.  
For more information or sign up your child(ren) please talk to Fr. Mesrob.  



BIBLE STUDY  
Come to explore together the pathways of the New Testament and 
to increase our faith and spiritual fulfillment through study of the 
Holy Scriptures led by Der Mesrob Hovsepyan.  

The next Bible Study session: 
December 1- Thursday - 10:00-11:00 AM  

Feel free to join our group.  

A note from St. Nersess Seminary consecration committee 

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary's Consecration committee would like to 
extend their heartfelt gratitude to all volunteers from our community who 

helped for the Consecration Ceremony. It was a great day filled with joy and 
excitement. We are very lucky to have them in our community.  

Alyssa Keleshian Bonomo 
Maria Stepanian 

Adriane Keleshian Bonfiglio 
Chris Bonfiglio 

Armen  Boyajian 
Ann & Tom Daw 

Michael Givelekian 
Yn. Dawn Kasparian 

Rob & Lauren Kayaian 
Andrew Kayaian 

Pearl Khatchadoorian 
Ellie Krolian 

Sylvia Kruizenga 

Rita Kurkjian 
Gayanne Manoukyan 

Annie Ovanessian 
Simon Ovanessian 

Dawn Papalian 
Mike & Aida Pisani 

Greg Sahagian 
Mary Sohigian 

Zaven & Gladys Tachdjian 
Mary Alice Tatarian 

Linda Varadian 
Arsen Yelegan  



Today  

Divine Liturgy. Sunday School is in session. 
Fr. Karekin Kasparian will deliver  

the sermons of the day. 
Junior choir practice, 12:30 

 
St. Gregory Men’s Club  

will be the ushers of the day.  
The Fellowship refreshments will be co-hosted by  

St. Gregory Men’s Club and the Andriano family. 

November 27, 
Sunday 

Women’s Guild General Membership Meeting 
following the Badarak.  

December 4, 
Sunday 

45th Anniversary celebration of the Armenian and 
Sunday Schools is postponed to a later date.  

 
Narrative Divine Liturgy. 

December 7, 
Wednesday 

Women's Guild Annual Christmas Luncheon-
1:00pm 

Olde Stone Mill Restaurant 
2 Scarsdale Road, Tuckahoe, NY  10704 
$40.pp (Required with advance RSVP)  

December 24, 
Saturday 

Commemoration of St. Stephen the  
Protomartyr and Western Christmas Eve. 

Details to follow. 
January 5, 

2017 
Thursday  

EVE OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY  
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST -  

J’RAKALOOYTZ  

January 6, 
2017 

Friday 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY 
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

January 8, 
2017 

Sunday 

FEAST OF NAMING OF OUR LORD  
JESUS CHRIST 

Christmas Brunch - Hosted by Women's Guild 


