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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:30-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Legacy of Our Martyrs: A Gift to Carry Forward” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Arman Bedonian, Gayane Hamparsoumian, Anthony Picone 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: 1 Jn. 1:1-10. Jn.7:14-23 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE 
¼ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ ½ÏÝÇ ¼³ïÏÇ. 

 Requiem Service was  requested for the soul of: 
 

Harry Keleshian 
By: Keleshian family 

 

May God rest his soul in His eternal peace and presence and   
grant their loved ones the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 



FEAST OF ASCENSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
The Armenian Church will celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 
on May 5th, the fortieth day following the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection 
of Our Savior Jesus Christ.Following His Resurrection and defeat of death, 
Christ remained on earth for forty days, and continued to appear to His dis-
ciples. On the fortieth day, Christ is seen by His disciples for the last time. 
He blesses them and leaves them with instructions, after which He ascends 
into heaven. Two of the Gospel writers, St. Mark and St. Luke, testify about 
Christ’s ascension. There is also an account of it in the Acts of the Apostles. 
Following a final meeting of Christ with the eleven remaining apostles, St. 
Mark writes, “So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was re-
ceived up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.” (Mark 16:19)St. 
Luke gives a little greater detail as he writes, “And he led them out as far as 
to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to 
pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy, and were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. 
Amen.” (Luke 24: 50-53). The hymn that is sung in the Armenian Church on 
Ascension Day mentions the miraculous event of Christ’s Ascension into 
heaven and the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles.In the Armenian 
Church, the day of Jesus Christ’s Ascension is also commemorated for an-
other reason as well. On this date in 1441, the See of the Catholicosate of All 
Armenians was returned to its historical origins. Following a resolution of 
the National Assembly gathered in Vagharshapad, the Patriarchal See was 
relocated from the city of Sis in Western Armenia to the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin. Following his vision of Christ striking the ground with a 
golden hammer, St. Gregory the Illuminator had founded the Cathedral of 
Holy Etchmiadzin in 303.  However, less than 200 years later, in 484, the Pa-
triarchal See was forced to relocate, and for the next 1000 years, settled in 
various cities throughout Armenia.  The decision to return the throne of the 
Catholicos to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin was the fulfillment of a 
national dream for the Armenian people. 

ՀԻՍՈՒՍ ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍԻ ՀԱՄԲԱՐՁՄԱՆ ՏՈՆ 
Տոնը նշվում է Քրիստոսի Հարության 40-րդ օրը, 35 օրվա շարժունակությամբ` 
ապրիլի 30-ից մինչեւ հունիսի 3-ը` հինգշաբթի: Հարությունից հետո Քրիստոս 40 
օր մնում է երկրի վրա եւ երեւում Իր աշակերտներին: Այդ ընթացքում Հիսուս Իր 
վարդապետությունն ուսացանում էր նրանց, իսկ վերջին հանդիպման ժամանակ 
օրհնում ու պատգամներ էր տալիս առաքյալներին, որից հետո համբարձվում երկինք: 
Քրիստոսի Համբարձման մասին վկայում են Մարկոս եւ Ղուկաս ավետարանիչները, 
վկայություններ կան նաեւ Գործք Առաքելոցում. «Եւ Ինքը` Տեր Հիսուս, նրանց հետ 
խոսելուց հետո, դեպի երկինք վերացավ եւ նստեց Հոր աջ կողմը»: Հայ Առաքելական 
Եկեղեցին Համբարձման տոնին հիշատակում է նաև Ամենայն Հայոց 
Կաթողիկոսության Աթոռը Սիս քաղաքից Մայր Աթոռ Սբ. Էջմիածին փոխադրելը: 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The first reading is from the First Letter of John 3:2-6 
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawless-
ness. But you know that he appeared so that he might take 
away our sins. And in him is no sin. No one who lives in him 
keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen 
him or known him. 
 
The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ ac-
cording to John 9:39-10:10 
Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that 
the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 
Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and 
asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 
Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; 
but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a 
thief and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shep-
herd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, 
they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 
stranger’s voice.”Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Phari-
sees did not understand what he was telling them. 
Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the 
gate for the sheep. All who have come before me are thieves 
and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them.  I am the 
gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come 
in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full. 



BIBLE STUDY  
 
Come to explore together the pathways of the New Testament and 
to increase our faith and spiritual fulfillment through study of the 
Holy Scriptures led by Der Mesrob Hovsepyan.  

The next Bible Study session: 
May 25,  Thursday - 10:00-11:00 AM  

Feel free to join our group.  

Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian, Girair Poladian, Estella 

Garkavi, Adrienne Dodakian, Avedis Sakalian 
 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 
grant them good health & recovery. 

 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

“MER DOON” 
SUMMER PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN 3 - 8 

This program is designed for children ages 3-8 to take place at our school 
from Monday to Friday, June 26 – 30, 2017. Daily ses-
sions begin at 9:00AM and conclude at 12 Noon. 
Children will learn Armenian songs, dance, key words 
and simple useful sentences, Armenian prayers and ele-
mentary Armenian cultural facts. Experienced teachers 

constitute the staff. 

Sessions are held in safe environment with the loving care of the teachers. 
We need to know by April 25 your wish to register your child/ren. The 
nominal tuition of $100 per child will be charged with registration. Checks 
should be made to: ST. GREGORY ARMENIAN CHURCH, Memo: “Mer 
Doon”. 



GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 2017:  
If you know of any St. Gregory parishioners 
graduating from high school, college, or graduate 
school this spring, please notify (or pass the word 
along and have them notify) the church office or 
Der Hayr by calling 914-428-2595 or emailing 

saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com.  
Please share with us the student’s name, school, special achievements, 
future plans, etc., so we may share our pride in their accomplishments 
with our entire parish in the Enlightener newsletter. 

Congratulations to all graduates. 

GRADUATES  -  2017 

COLLEGE GRADUATES 

Emily Krolian - Daughter of Dennis and Ellie Krolian, is graduating from 
the University at Buffalo School of Dental Medicine. She will begin her 
residency in Prosthodontics in July, and is pursuing a Masters in Oral 
Health. Congratulations, Dr. Krolian! 
Adrena Ann Daw - Daughter of Tom and Ann Daw, will graduate in May 
2017 from Manhattanville College with a Bachelor's degree with Honors in 
Political Science and History with a concentration in Criminal Law.  She 
achieved Dean's list and received a Presidential Scholarship for all her years 
at Manhattanville. She was a member of the National Society for Leadership 
and Success. She wrote her Honors thesis on "The Politics Surrounding the 
Armenian Genocide". She was also a member of the Manhattanville Softball 
team and was on the MAC (Mid-Atlantic Conference) honor roll for aca-
demics in softball. Her team won the MAC Freedom conference and region-
als in 2016. This year they are undefeated in their conference. Adrena's fu-
ture plans are to go to Law School. She and Miguel Hernandez will be get-
ting married in 2018. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Christopher Herman Benemio - Son of Frank V. Benemio and Virginia 
Mintanciyan Benemio, will be graduating on Monday, June 19, 2017 from 
The Academy of Information Technology & Engineering High School in 
Stamford, CT. In the fall of 2017, Christopher will be attending Pace Uni-
versity in Pleasantville, NY. He will be majoring in Computer Engineering 
and Minoring in Law Enforcement.  



Home Blessing /Dnorhnek/ is a beautiful tradition of the Ar-
menian Church which is performed on several occasions: 
namely after the feasts of Holy Nativity and Holy Resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, as well as on the occasion of moving 
to a new home. 
Today, more than ever, we need the presence and blessing of 
the Lord in our homes and lives. The revival of this centuries 
old custom will certainly bring us close to our Lord.  

Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-9399, church 
office  (914) 428-2595, email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  



JUNIOR CHOIR PRACTICES 
DATES:  

1st & 3rd Sundays 
TIME: 12:30 PM 

PLACE: In the sanctuary 
All youth of the parish ages 5 & up   

are welcome! 

 
 
 

FILLED to CAPACITY!!  



Today 

Celebrant:  
His Eminence Arch. Khajak Barsamian 

Opening ceremony of the new  
Harry & Edna Keleshian Hall. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS  

donated by  
Tom, Alyssa, Harry & Thomas Bonomo 

In Memory of Harry A. Keleshian  

June 4, 
Sunday 

Armenian School End-of-Year program.  
1:30 pm  

June 11,  
Sunday 

Sunday School Graduation  
following the service.  

June 26 - 30 MER DOON Summer Camp 
Ask Fr. Mesrob for details. 

September 17, 
Sunday 

FAMILY “FALL FAIR” & ARMENIAN PICNIC 
Details to follow. 

October 22,  
Sunday 

Presentation by Adrienne G. Alexanian  
Speaking on her newly-edited book  

of her father’s memoirs,  
“Forced into Genocide: Memoirs of an Armenian 
Soldier in the Ottoman Turkish Army” -  1:00 PM 


