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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:30-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Legacy of Our Martyrs: A Gift to Carry Forward” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Arman Bedonian, Gayane Hamparsoumian, Lauren Kayaian 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: 1 Jn 1:1-7, Mt 16:13-17:13 

 

Octave of Easter (New Sunday)  
ÎñÏÝ³½³ïÇÏ ¥Üáñ ÎÇõñ³Ï¿¤  

 
Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak.  



NEW SUNDAY 
This Sunday is called New Sunday because of three reasons. 
Firstly, Easter means freedom and the new Sunday is a day of double 
freedom. God has set us free from sins, and however we are under 
the influence of passions. And when God does everything in a new 
way order to set us free from needs, it is called New Sunday. 
This Sunday is called New Sunday also because of our resurrection. 
On the first Sunday Christ raised us from the dead thanks to His Soul 
and Power, and on the second Sunday he will raise us from the dead 
bodily, so that raising from the dead we will become immortal. 
And finally, this Sunday is called New Sunday because we celebrate 
the feast of our soul saving in spiritual joy and fete. 

ԿՐԿՆԱԶԱՏԻԿ ( ՆՈՐ ԿԻՐԱԿԻ )  
Կրկնազատիկ է կոչվում երեք պատճառներով: 
Զատիկ նշանակում է ազատություն և այդ օրը կրկնակի ազատության օր է: Աստված 
մեզ ազատել է մեղքերից, սակայն մենք գտնվում ենք կրքերի ազդեցության ներքո: 
Իսկ երբ Աստված ամեն ինչ նոր է անում և բոլոր կարիքներից մեզ ազատում, դա 
կոչվում է Կրկնազատիկ: Կրկնազատիկ է կոչվում մեր հարության պատճառով: 
Քրիստոս առաջին կիրակի օրը մեզ հարություն տվեց Իր հոգով ու զորությամբ, իսկ 
երկրորդ կիրակի օրը մեզ հարություն է տալու ըստ մարմնի՝ և մեռելներից 
հարություն առնելով պիտի անմահանանք: Նոր կիրակի և Կրկնազատիկ է կոչվում, 
քանզի նորովի ենք տոնում մեր հոգու փրկության նավակատիքը՝ հոգևոր 
ուրախությամբ ու տոնախմբությամբ: 
 

COMMEMORATION OF BEHEADING OF  
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

The Saturday following the Holy Feast of the Glorious Resurrection 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Armenian Church commemorates the 
beheading of St. John the Baptist (also known as The Forerunner). 
According to the Evangelists, King Herod arrests and imprisons St. 
John the Baptist as a result of John’s condemnation of the king’s mar-
riage to Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. Herod wants to put 
John to death, but fears the Jews, because they considered John to be 
a prophet. On Herod’s birthday, fascinated by the dancing of the 
daughter of Herodias, the king makes an oath to give her anything 
for which she asks. Following her unforgiving mother’s instructions, 
she asks for the head of St. John the Baptist on a platter. The king, re-
alizing he has been fooled, grants the request. 
St. John the Baptist is one of the greatest saints in the Armenian 
Church. We entreat his name as an intercessor during the divine ser-
vices, generally following the name of St. Mary. 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The first reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to John 1:1-7 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands 
have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life 
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to 
us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you 
also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Fa-
ther and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy 
complete. 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God 
is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellow-
ship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live 
out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies 
us from all sin. 
The second reading is from the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew 16:13-17:13 
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother 
of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he 
was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, 
it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased. Listen to him!” 
When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terri-
fied. But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be 
afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed 
them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead.” The disciples asked him, “Why 
then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?” 
Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 
But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 
him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way 
the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples 
understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist. 



BIBLE STUDY  
 
Come to explore together the pathways of the New Testament and to 
increase our faith and spiritual fulfillment through study of the Holy 
Scriptures led by Der Mesrob Hovsepyan.  

The next Bible Study session: 
April 27,  Thursday - 10:00-11:00 AM  

Feel free to join our group.  

Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Lucine Adourian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Girair Poladian, Mike Pisani, Estella Garkavi  
 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 
grant them good health & recovery. 

 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 2017:  
If you know of any St. Gregory parishioners 
graduating from high school, college, or graduate 
school this spring, please notify (or pass the word 
along and have them notify) the church office or 
Der Hayr by calling 914-428-2595 or emailing 

saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com.  
Please share with us the student’s name, school, special achievements, 
future plans, etc., so we may share our pride in their accomplishments 
with our entire parish in the Enlightener newsletter. 

Congratulations to all graduates. 



“MER DOON” 
SUMMER PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN 3 - 6 

This program is designed for children ages 3-8 to take place at our school 
from Monday to Friday, June 26 – 30, 2017. Daily ses-
sions begin at 9:00AM and conclude at 12 Noon. 
Children will learn Armenian songs, dance, key words 
and simple useful sentences, Armenian prayers and ele-
mentary Armenian cultural facts. Experienced teachers 

constitute the staff. 

Sessions are held in safe environment with the loving care of the teachers. 
We need to know by April 25 your wish to register your child/ren. The 
nominal tuition of $100 per child will be charged with registration. Checks 
should be made to: ST. GREGORY ARMENIAN CHURCH, Memo: “Mer 
Doon”. 



JUNIOR CHOIR PRACTICES 
DATES:  

1st & 3rd Sundays 
TIME: 12:30 PM 

PLACE: In the sanctuary 
All youth of the parish ages 5 & up   

are welcome! 

 
 
 





Today 

Divine Liturgy. 
Order of Intercessory Prayer for the Holy Martyrs  

Parish Council Initiation Service 
following immediately the Divine Liturgy. 

May 1-6 Annual Clergy Conference & Diocesan Assembly 
Tampa, FL 

May 21,  
Sunday 

Opening ceremony of the new  
Harry & Edna Keleshian Hall. 

June 4, 
Sunday 

Armenian School End-of-Year program.  
1:30 pm  

June 11,  
Sunday 

Sunday School Graduation  
following the service.  

June 26 - 30 MER DOON Summer Camp 
Ask Fr. Mesrob for details. 

September 17, 
Sunday 

FAMILY “FALL FAIR” & ARMENIAN PICNIC 
Details to follow. 

April 30, 
Sunday 

Sunday of the World Church  
Special Plate collection will take place during the 

Badarak in support of the “Save the Tomb” project.  

Home Blessing /Dnorhnek/ is a beautiful tradition of the 
Armenian Church which is performed on several occasions: 
namely after the feasts of Holy Nativity and Holy Resurrec-
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ, as well as on the occasion of 
moving to a new home. 
Today, more than ever, we need the presence and blessing 
of the Lord in our homes and lives. The revival of this cen-
turies old custom will certainly bring us close to our Lord.  

Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-9399, 
church office  (914) 428-2595, email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  


