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Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours: Monday closed, Tuesday-Friday 9:30-3:00 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Legacy of Our Martyrs: A Gift to Carry Forward” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
ALL PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Acts 1:15-26. Mark 16:2-8 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
THE EASTER MESSAGE OF ARCHBISHOP KHAJAG BARSAMIAN 

Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America  
 

Who Do Men Say That I Am?  
Jesus went onward with his disciples, to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. 

And on the way he asked his disciples: “Who do men say that I am?”  
“Some say John the Baptist,” they told him; “and others say Elijah.  

Still others call you one of the prophets.” And Jesus asked them again:  
“But who do you say that I am?” (MARK 8:27-29)  

 
ST. MARK’S GOSPEL invites us to eavesdrop on a very human scene involv-
ing Jesus and his companions. We find them on a long walk, bantering as 
young men do when they’re traveling between destinations. At a lull in the 
conversation, the teacher seizes the opportunity to turn his disciples’ 
thoughts to more serious matters. “Who do men say that I am?” he asks.  
The disciples, a bit embarrassed to be suddenly put on the spot, offer a few 
“approved” answers they had heard from people on the street. But Jesus sees 
through them—sees that they are evading the point of his question. No, no, 
he says, perhaps shaking his head: “Who do you say that I am?”  



This question—appearing at the midpoint of Mark’s gospel—is in fact the 
central question of the Christian faith. It’s a question directed at us, too—
and at no time more urgently than at Easter. “Who do you say that Jesus 
is?”  
He is a man who never walked more than a hundred miles from the town of 
his birth. But for two millennia he has been worshipped as God by people in 
every remote land—including our homeland of Armenia.  
He died hanging on a cross between criminals. He lives seated at the right 
hand of God the Father.  
He is servant and master. Commoner and king. The all-powerful Creator of 
universe—who had no place on Earth to lay his head.  

Who do you say that he is?  
In the gospel story it is Peter—the loyal, loving fisherman—who receives 
the flash of insight. He bursts out, “You are the Christ!” with all the enthusi-
asm of a dazzled student.  
And in reply Jesus quietly, deliberately, informs his friends exactly what 
being the Christ will mean. It means Jesus will suffer; he will be rejected; he 
will die. But it also means something that, at the time, must have been quite 
incomprehensible to the disciples: he will rise again.  
That’s where we meet Jesus on Easter: at his resurrection. One would think 
that his defeat of death would settle the matter of “who Jesus is” once and 
for all. But in fact, it only makes the question burn with greater intensity. 
For ever since that first Easter Sunday, it has become impossible for any 
human being to evade the question, “Who do you say that Jesus is?” For our 
ancestors, their answer led them to establish Armenia as the first Christian 
kingdom. Centuries later, we uphold their faithful conviction. Yet no Chris-
tian can feel smug about giving a “correct” answer. Jesus himself (in the 
same passage in Mark) was quick to scold Peter—calling him Satan!—when 
Peter imagined that his insightful answer gave him some control over 
Christ’s mission in the world.  
Indeed, the “correctness” of our answer as Christians depends on whether 
we truly place our lives, our life missions, under Christ’s control: into his 
hands.  
It was in this spirit that the martyrs confronted the question of “who Jesus 
is.” Their answer had an urgency we can hardly imagine—because it was 
not a mere academic issue to them. Their answer was a choice between life 
and death; yet still they affirmed that Jesus Christ—God incarnate, the re-
deemer of mankind—was their ONLY acceptable reality.  
That same reality will stand before us again this Easter, asking the question 
first posed to the disciples: “Who do you say that I am?”  



The way we answer is consequential, both for ourselves and for our world. 
For as the surrounding society lurches between extremes of fanaticism and 
apathy, it moves ever farther from its central axis: the cross of Christ, the 
empty tomb, the living person of our risen Lord and Savior.  
Do we join the world in its aimless wandering? Or hold fast to Jesus Christ? 
Who do you say that he is?  
On Easter Sunday, as we joyfully exchange our beautiful Armenian greeting, 
worship in church, and receive the precious sacrament of Holy Communion, 
we must also search within ourselves for the deepest meaning of the day. 
Each one of us must confront the question: “Who do I say that Jesus is?” 
And the answer we give must stay alive in our hearts, and evident in our 
deeds, throughout the year.  

Krisdos haryav ee merelotz. Orhnyal eh harootiunun Krisdosee.  
Christ is risen from the dead. Blessed is the resurrection of Christ.  

 
Ð³Ûó© ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ ÐÇõëÇë³ÛÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Â»ÙÇ ²é³çÝáñ¹  

¶ºðÞ© î© Ê²Ä²Î ²ðø© ä²ðê²Øº²ÜÆ ê© ¼²îÎÆ ä²î¶²ØÀ  

 
§Ø³ñ¹ÇÏ Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë»Ý ÇÙ Ù³ëÇë© á±í »Ù¦  

ÚÇëáõë Çñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï ·Ý³ó öÇÉÇåå»³Ý Î»ë³ñÇáÛ ·ÇõÕ»ñÁ: 
Ö³Ùμ³Ý Ñ³ñóáõó Çñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ© §Ø³ñ¹ÇÏ Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë»Ý ÇÙ Ù³ëÇë© á±í 
»Ù¦: ²ÝáÝù å³ï³ëË³Ý»óÇÝ© §àÙ³Ýùª ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë ØÏñïÇãÁ« áõñÇßÝ»ñª 
ºÕÇ³Ý« áõñÇßÝ»ñ ³É Ù³ñ·³ñ¿Ý»ñ¿Ý Ù¿ÏÁ¦: ºõ ÇÝù Áë³õ ³ÝáÝó© §ÆëÏ ¹á°õù 
Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë¿ù© á±í »Ù¦: ¥Ø³ñÏáë À© 27-28¤  
êáõñμ Ø³ñÏáëÇ ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÁ ÏÁ Ññ³õÇñ¿ Ù»½ áõß³¹ñáõÃ»³Ùμ ùÝÝ»Éáõ 
Ù³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ ³ÛÝ ï»ë³ñ³ÝÁ« áõñ Ý»ñ·ñ³õáõ³Í »Ý ÚÇëáõë »õ Çñ áõÕ»ÏÇóÝ»ñÁ: 
ºñÇï³ë³ñ¹Ý»ñáõ ÝÙ³Ý ³ÝáÝù ÏÁ Ï³ï³Ï»Ý ×³Ùμáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ: 
ºñÏËûëáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ý¹³ñïáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç áõëáõóÇãÁ ³éÇÃÁ Ïÿû·ï³·áñÍ¿ Çñ 
³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ áõß³¹ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ¹³ñÓÝ»Éáõ ³õ»ÉÇ Ï³ñ»õáñ ÝÇõÃÇ ßáõñç: 
§Ø³ñ¹ÇÏ Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë»Ý ÇÙ Ù³ëÇë© á±í »Ù¦« ÏÁ Ñ³ñóÝ¿ ³Ý:  
Ú³ÝÏ³ñÍ³ÏÇÇ »Ï³Í »õ ß÷áÃ³Í ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ Ïáõ ï³Ý ù³ÝÇ ÙÁ 
§í³õ»ñ³óáõ³Í¦ å³ï³ëË³ÝÝ»ñ« áñáÝù Éë³Í »Ý Ù³ñ¹áóÙ¿: ê³Ï³ÛÝ ÚÇëáõë 
ÏÁ ï»ëÝ¿ áñ ³ÝáÝù ÏÁ Ëáõë³÷ÇÝ μáõÝ Ñ³ñóáõÙÇÝ å³ï³ëË³Ý»É¿: §à°ã« á°ã¦ 
ÏÿÁë¿ ³Ý« Ñ³õ³Ý³μ³ñ ÃûÃáõ»Éáí ·ÉáõËÁ© §¸á°õù Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë¿ù ÇÙ Ù³ëÇë© á±í »Ù¦:  
²Ûë Ñ³ñóáõÙÁ« áñ ³ñÓ³Ý³·ñáõ³Í ¿ Ø³ñÏáëÇ ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇ Ï»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý 
μ³ÅÝÇÝ Ù¿ç« ÛÇñ³õÇ ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ·ÉË³õáñ Ñ³ñóáõÙÝ ¿: Ð³ñóáõÙ 
ÙÁÝ ¿ áõÕÕáõ³Í Ù»½Ç ³É« »õ áã »ñμ»ù ³é³õ»É Ññ³ï³å ù³Ý ¼³ïÏáõ³Ý ³Ûë 
ûñÁ© §¸á°õù Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë¿ù© ÚÇëáõë á±í ¿¦:  
²Ý ³ÛÝ ³ÝÓÝ ¿ª áñ Çñ ÍÝÝ¹³í³Ûñ¿Ý Ñ³ñÇõñ ÙÕáÝ ³Ý¹ÇÝ »ñμ»ù ã¿ ·³ó³Í© 
ë³Ï³ÛÝ »ñÏáõ Ñ³½³ñ³Ù»³Ï å³ßïáõ³Í ¿ áñå¿ë ²ëïáõ³Í ³ßË³ñÑÇ μáÉáñ 
Í³·»ñáõÝ« Ý»ñ³é»³É Ù»ñ Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇª Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ù¿ç ³åñáÕ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ 
ÏáÕÙ¿:  
²Ý Ù³Ñ³ó³õ Ë³ãÇÝ íñ³Û »ñÏáõ ³Ýûñ¿ÝÝ»ñáõ ÙÇç»õ: ²Ý Ïÿ³åñÇ Ð³Ûñ 
²ëïáõÍáÛ ³ç ÏáÕÙÁ μ³½Ù³Í:  



²Ý Í³é³Û ¿ »õ ï¿ñ« é³½ÙÇÏ »õ Ã³·³õáñ« ïÇ»½»ñùÇ ²Ù»Ý³½ûñ ²ñ³ñÇãÁ« áñ 
ºñÏñÇÝ íñ³Û ï»Õ ãáõÝ»ó³õ Çñ ·ÉáõËÁ ¹Ý»Éáõ:  
§¸á°õù Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë¿ù© ÚÇëáõë á±í ¿¦:  
Ð³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇÝª ä»ïñáëÝ ¿« Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ »õ ëÇñ³é³ï ÓÏÝáñëÁ« áñ 
Ý»ñùÝ³å¿ë Ñá·»÷áËáõ³Í ¿: ö³ÛÉáõÝ ³ß³Ï»ñïÇ Ë³Ý¹³í³éáõÃ»³Ùμ ³Ý ÏÁ 
åáéÃÏ³Û© §¸áõÝ øñÇëïáëÝ »ë¦:  
ºõ Ç å³ï³ëË³Ýª ÚÇëáõë Ñ³Ý¹³ñïûñ¿Ý áõ ËáÑ³Ï³Ýûñ¿Ý ÏÿÁë¿ Ã¿ ÇÝã ÏÁ 
Ýß³Ý³Ï¿ øñÇëïáë ÁÉÉ³ÉÁ: ÎÁ Ýß³Ý³Ï¿ Ã¿ ÚÇëáõë åÇïÇ ã³ñã³ñáõÇ« åÇïÇ 
Ù»ñÅáõÇ« åÇïÇ Ù³Ñ³Ý³Û: ´³Ûó ÏÁ Ýß³Ý³Ï¿ Ý³»õ ³ÛÉ μ³Ý ÙÁ« áñ ³Û¹ 
Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ μáÉáñáíÇÝ ³ÝÑ³ëÏÝ³ÉÇ ¿ñ« ³Ý Û³ñáõÃÇõÝ 
åÇïÇ ³éÝ¿:  
ÐáÝ ¿ áñ ÏÁ Ñ³Ý¹ÇåÇÝù ÚÇëáõëÇª ¼³ïÏáõ³Ý ûñÁ« Çñ Ú³ñáõÃ»³Ý ûñÁ: 
ºÝÃ³¹ñ»ÉÇ ¿ áñ Ù³Ñáõ³Ý ¹¿Ù ï³ñ³Í ³Ýáñ Û³ÕÃ³Ý³ÏÁ Ù¿ÏÁÝ¹ÙÇßï í»ñç 
åÇïÇ ¹Ý¿ ³ÛÝ Ñ³ñóáõÙÇÝ Ã¿ §à±í ¿ ÚÇëáõë¦: ´³Ûó ³ñ¹³ñ»õ ³õ»ÉÇ 
áõÅ·ÝáõÃ»³Ùμ ÏÁ ÑÝã¿ ³Û¹ Ñ³ñóáõÙÁ© áñáíÑ»ï»õ ¼³ïÏáõ³Ý ³é³çÇÝ ÇëÏ 
ÎÇñ³ÏÇ¿Ý ëÏë»³É« Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ Ù³ñ¹ ¿³ÏÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ ³ÝÏ³ñ»ÉÇ ¹³ñÓ³Í ¿ 
ËáÛë ï³É ³Û¹ Ñ³ñóáõÙ¿Ý« §¸áõù Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë¿ù© ÚÇëáõë á±í ¿¦:  
²Ûë Ñ³ñóáõÙÇÝ Ù»ñ Ý³ËÝÇÝ»ñáõÝ ïáõ³Í å³ï³ëË³ÝÇÝ ßÝáñÑÇõ 
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ù¿ç ÑÇÙÝáõ»ó³õ ³é³çÇÝ øñÇëïáÝ»³Û Â³·³õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ: ¸³ñ»ñ 
³Ýóª Ù»Ýù Ñ³ëï³ï ÏÁ å³Ñ»Ýù ³ÝáÝó Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ Ñ³Ùá½áõÙÁ: ´³Ûó »õ 
³ÛÝå¿ë áã Ù¿Ï ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û ÏñÝ³Û Ñå³ñï³Ý³É §×Çß¹¦ å³ï³ëË³ÝÁ ïáõ³Í 
ÁÉÉ³ÉáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ: ÚÇëáõë ÇÝù ¥Ø³ñÏáë ³õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇãÇ ÝáÛÝ Ñ³ïáõ³ÍÇÝ Ù¿ç¤ 
ÏÁ ßï³å¿ Ïßï³Ùμ»É ä»ïñáëÁ ë³ï³Ý³Û ³Ýáõ³Ý»Éáí« »ñμ ä»ïñáë Ï³ñÍ»ó 
áñ Çñ Ëáñ³Ã³÷³Ýó å³ï³ëË³ÝÁ Çñ»Ý Çñ³õáõÝù åÇïÇ ï³ñ ³ßË³ñÑÇ Ù¿ç 
øñÇëïáëÇ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý í»ñ³ÑëÏÇãÁ ÁÉÉ³Éáõ:  
ÚÇñ³õÇ« áñå¿ë ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ý»ñ« Ù»ñ å³ï³ëË³ÝÇÝ §×ß¹áõÃÇõÝÁ¦ Ï³ËáõÙ 
áõÝÇ Ã¿ Ù»Ýù Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÁ »õ Ù»ñ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ ×ßÙ³ñï³å¿ë ÏÁ ¹Ý»Ýù 
øñÇëïáëÇ ÇßË³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ý»ñù»õ« ³Ýáñ Ó»éù»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç:  
²Ûë á·Çáí ¿ñ áñ Ù³ñïÇñáëÝ»ñÁ å³ï³ëË³Ý»óÇÝ §à±í ¿ ÚÇëáõë¦ 
Ñ³ñóáõÙÇÝ: ²ÝáÝó å³ï³ëË³ÝÁ ëïÇåáÕ³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ áõÝ¿ñ« ½áñ Ñ³½Çõ Ã¿ 
ÏñÝ³ÛÇÝ å³ïÏ»ñ³óÝ»É« áñáíÑ»ï»õ ³ÝÇÏ³ ëáëÏ ³Ï³¹»Ù³Ï³Ý ËÝ¹Çñ ÙÁ ã¿ñ 
³ÝáÝó Ñ³Ù³ñ: ²ÝáÝó å³ï³ëË³ÝÁ Ï»³ÝùÇ áõ Ù³Ñáõ³Ý ÙÇç»õ ÁÝïñáõÃÇõÝ 
ÙÁÝ ¿ñ: ´³Ûó ¹³ñÓ»É ³ÝáÝù ÷³ëï»óÇÝ áñ ÚÇëáõë øñÇëïáë« Ù³ñ¹³ó»³É 
²ëïáõ³Í« Ù³ñ¹ÏáõÃ»³Ý ÷ñÏÇãÁ« ³ÝáÝó Ñ³Ù³ñ ÙÇ³Ï ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ÉÇ 
Çñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ñ:  
ÜáÛÝ Çñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ ÏñÏÇÝ åÇïÇ Ý»ñÏ³Û³Ý³Û Ù»½Ç ³Ûë ¼³ïÏáõ³Ý 
ßñç³ÝÇÝª Ý³Ë³å¿ë ³é³ù»³ÉÝ»ñáõÝ áõÕÕáõ³Í Ñ³ñóáõÙáí© §¸áõù Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë¿ù© 
ÚÇëáõë á±í ¿¦:  
Ø»ñ å³ï³ëË³ÝÁ Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃÇõÝ åÇïÇ áõÝ»Ý³Û Ã¿° Ù»½Ç »õ Ã¿° Ù»ñ 
³ßË³ñÑÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ: àñáíÑ»ï»õ Ù»½ ßñç³å³ïáÕ ÁÝÏ»ñáõÃÇõÝÁ 
ÙáÉ»é³Ý¹áõÃ»³Ý »õ ³Ýï³ñμ»ñáõÃ»³Ý Í³Ûñ³Û»ÕáõÃ»³Ý ÙÇç»õ ï³ñáõμ»ñ»Éáí 
³é³õ»É ÏÁ Ñ»é³Ý³Û Çñ Ï»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý ³é³Ýóù¿Ý© øñÇëïáëÇ Ë³ã¿Ý« ¹³ï³ñÏ 
·»ñ»½Ù³Ý¿Ý« Ù»ñ Û³ñáõó»³É îÇñáç »õ öñÏãÇÝ Ï»Ý³ñ³ñ ³ÝÓ¿Ý:  
²ñ¹»ûù ÏÁ ÙÇ³Ý³±Ýù ³ßË³ñÑÇ ³ÝÝå³ï³Ï Ã³÷³éáõÙÇ±Ý« Ã¿ ³Ùáõñ 
Ï³éã³Í ÏÁ ÙÝ³Ýù ÚÇõëáõë øñÇëïáëÇÝ: §¸áõù Ç±Ýã ÏÿÁë¿ù© ³Ý á±í ¿¦:  
ê© ¼³ïÏáõ³Ý ³Ûë ÎÇñ³ÏÇÝ« »ñμ áõñ³Ë ³õ»ïÇëÁ ÏÁ ÷áË³Ýó»Ýù Çñ³ñáõ« 
»Ï»Õ»óõáÛ å³ßï³ÙáõÝùÇÝ ÏÁ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóÇÝù »õ ê© Ð³Õáñ¹áõÃÇõÝ ÏÁ ëï³Ý³Ýù« 
å³ñïÇÝù Ý³»õ Ù»ñ Ù¿ç ÷Ýïé»É ûñáõ³Ý ËáñÇÝ ËáñÑáõñ¹Á: Ø»½Ù¿ 
Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñÁ ¹¿Ù Û³Ý¹ÇÙ³Ý åÇïÇ ·³Û ³Ûë Ï³ñ»õáñ Ñ³ñóáõÙÇÝ© §¸á°õù Ç±Ýã 



BIBLE STUDY  
 
Come to explore together the pathways of the New Testament and 
to increase our faith and spiritual fulfillment through study of the 
Holy Scriptures led by Der Mesrob Hovsepyan.  

The next Bible Study session: 
April 27,  Thursday - 10:00-11:00 AM  

Feel free to join our group.  

JUNIOR CHOIR PRACTICES 
DATES:  

1st & 3rd Sundays 
TIME: 12:30 PM 

PLACE: In the sanctuary 
All youth of the parish ages 5 & up   

are welcome! 

 
 
 

Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Lucine Adourian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Agnes Bostonian, Girair Poladian, Mike Pisani, Estella Garkavi  
 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 
grant them good health & recovery. 

 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

ÏÿÁë¿ù© ÚÇëáõë á±í ¿¦: ºõ å³ï³ëË³ÝÁ áñ Ïáõ ï³Ý ùª ï³ñáõ³Ý áÕç 
ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ åÇïÇ ÙÝ³Û Ù»ñ ëñï»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç »õ åÇïÇ ³ñï³óáÉ³Û Ù»ñ 
³ñ³ñùÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç:  

øðÆêîàê Ú²ðº²ô Æ ØºèºÈàò©  
úðÐÜº²È ¾ Ú²ðàôÂÆôÜÜ øðÆêîàêÆ©  



îúÜ Ðð²Þ²ö²è Ú²ðàôÂº²Ü îº²èÜ ØºðàÚ  
ÚÆêàôêÆ øðÆêîàêÆ 

FEAST OF THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF  
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

The Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ or the 
Easter Feast is one of the five major feasts of the Armenian Church. The 
Mystery of Easter is the mystery of Jesus Christ, His Salutary Holy Blood 
shed for mankind and His Rising from the dead for mankind. The Son of 
God should incarnate, be subjected to tortures, be crucified, buried and 
the third day raise from death (Ps 15:9-11, 29:4, 40:11-13, 117:16-17, Ho 
6:2-3). 
Following the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ His body was taken 
off the cross and placed into the tomb and the entrance to the tomb was 
closed by a large stone and the soldiers were ordered to control the en-
trance to the tomb. After three days the three women, who had followed 
Jesus from Galilee, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the Mother of James and Jo-
seph, and the wife of Zebedee brought spices and perfumes to anoint the 
body of Jesus. They found the stone rolled away from the entrance to the 
tomb, so they went in but they didn’t the body of the Lord. They stood 
there puzzled about this, when suddenly two angels dressed in white 
appeared and said to them, “Why are you looking among the dead for 
one who is alive? He is not here, ha has been raised” (Lk 24:5-6). The 
women returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven 
disciples and the rest. According to Peter more than 500 people saw 
Christ who had risen from the dead. So, this is the evangelical tiding of 
the fact of Easter or Holy Resurrection. 
Resurrection of Christ became the basis of the Christian doctrine and 
faith. “If that is true, it means that Christ has been raised from death, 
then we have nothing to preach and you have nothing to believe”. Christ 
rose from the dead, by means of His Death He destroyed Death and 
granted eternal life. “I am the Resurrection and I am the Life. Whoever 
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and be-
lieves in me will never die” (Jn 11:25). 
Christ died for the salvation of mankind and by His Blood took away the 
sin in the world, so that we should inherit eternal life. 
On the day of the Easter feast people dye eggs red as a symbol of fruitful 
life, salvation and joy. St. Gregory of Datev considers the egg to be the 
symbol of the world, the shell of which is the sky, the membrane is the 
air, the white is the water and the yolk is the earth. Dyeing eggs red sym-
bolizes the salvation of the world by means of Blood of Christ. 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
The reading is from the Second Epistle of Acts 1:15-26 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group number-
ing about a hundred and twenty) and said, “Brothers and sisters, the 
Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago 
through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who 
arrested Jesus. He was one of our number and shared in our minis-
try.” 
With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a 
field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines 
spilled out.  Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called 
that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood. 
 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms:  
“May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,’ and, 
“May another take his place of leadership." Therefore it is necessary 
to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the 
Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from John’s baptism to 
the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must be-
come a witness with us of his resurrection.” 
So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as 
Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s 
heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen  to take over this 
apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” Then 
they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the 
eleven apostles. 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING  
The reading is from Mark (16:2-8) 
Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were 
on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll 
the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 
But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 
large, had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a 
young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 
were alarmed. 
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, 
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where 
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, “He is going ahead 
of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told 
you.”Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from 
the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.  



“MER DOON” 
SUMMER PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN 3 - 6 

This program is designed for children ages 3-6 to take place at our school 
from Monday to Friday, June 26 – 30, 2017. Daily ses-
sions begin at 9:00AM and conclude at 12 Noon. 
Children will learn Armenian songs, dance, key words 
and simple useful sentences, Armenian prayers and ele-
mentary Armenian cultural facts. Experienced teachers 

constitute the staff. 

Sessions are held in safe environment with the loving care of the teachers. 
We need to know by April 25 your wish to register your child/ren. The 
nominal tuition of $100 per child will be charged with registration. Checks 
should be made to: ST. GREGORY ARMENIAN CHURCH, Memo: “Mer 
Doon”. 
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Christ is Risen! 
We extend our prayers and best wishes to all parishioners 

and friends of St. Gregory for a blessed Easter Season.  
May the great joy and hope of our Lord’s Resurrection 

shine forth and resound in our hearts  
throughout the whole year! 





 Easter Lilies 
We express our appreciation to all those who have contributed  
for the purchase of the Easter lilies that grace the Holy Altar 
and the sanctuary. 



Today 
EASTER SUNDAY 

Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of our  
Lord Jesus Christ 

May 21,  
Sunday 

Opening ceremony of the new  
Harry & Edna Keleshian Hall. 

June 4, 
Sunday 

Armenian School End-of-Year program.  
1:30 pm  

June 11,  
Sunday 

Sunday School Graduation  
following the service.  

June 26 - 30 MER DOON Summer Camp 
Ask Fr. Mesrob for details. 

April 23 

Order of Intercessory Prayer for the Holy Martyrs  
 

Parish Council Initiation Service 
following immediately the Divine Liturgy. 

May 1-6 Annual Clergy Conference & Diocesan Assembly 
Tampa, FL 

September 17, 
Sunday 

FAMILY “FALL FAIR” & ARMENIAN PICNIC 
Details to follow. 

Home Blessing /Dnorhnek/ is a beautiful tradition of 
the Armenian Church which is performed on several 
occasions: namely after the feasts of Holy Nativity and 
Holy Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, as well as 
on the occasion of moving to a new home. 
Today, more than ever, we need the presence and 
blessing of the Lord in our homes and lives. The re-
vival of this centuries old custom will certainly bring 

us close to our Lord.  
Schedule your Home Blessing with Der Hayr: direct (804) 405-
9399, church office  (914) 428-2595, email: fr.mesrob@yahoo.com.  


