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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours in June: Monday closed, Tuesday-Thursday 9:30-1:30 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Legacy of Our Martyrs: A Gift to Carry Forward” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Gayane Hamparsoumian, Gayane Manukyan, Chris Bonfiglio, 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Corinthians 10:18-11:10. Mark 10:1-12  

 

 
Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak.  

´ ÎÇõñ³Ï¿ ½ÏÝÇ ê. Ê³ãÇ: 
Second Sunday after the Holy Cross: 

Barekendan of the Holy Cross of Varak 

CELEBRATING 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
ARMENIA’S INDEPENDENCE ON SEPTEMBER 21ST 



CELEBRATING 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF  
ARMENIA’S INDEPENDENCE 

The Republic of Armenia declared its independence on the 21st of 
September, 1991.The Republic of Armenia today can be referred to as 
“the latest Armenia”. Keeping in mind the various ancient and me-
dieval kingdoms, dynasties and alliances, as well as the short-lived 
1918 republic and even Soviet membership, the number of Armenias 
in history can go anywhere from five to ten. The one that exists to-
day, with Yerevan as its capital, formally declared its independence 
on September 21, 1991, the day on which a referendum on freedom 
from the USSR took place across the country.  
May our risen Lord bestow his grace on our homeland, keep it under 
his loving protection, and guide all its citizens—our brothers and sis-
ters—in their heroic work to build a decent, prosperous, and just so-
ciety.  

EVE OF THE FAST OF THE HOLY CROSS OF VARAGUE 
 
This is the Sunday preceding the week prior to the feast of the 
Appearance of the Holy Cross on the Mount Varague, lasting 
from Monday to Friday. Being hidden by St. Hripisime on the 
Mount Varague, the relic of the Lord’s Wooden Cross was 
found by a miracle in the 7th century and the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church established another purely national feast dedi-
cated to the Holy Cross, which is famous as the Holy Cross of 
Varague. 

ԲԱՐԵԿԵՆԴԱՆ ՎԱՐԱԳԱ ՍՈՒՐԲ ԽԱՉԻՆ 
Այս կիրակին նախորդում է պահքին, որը նվիրված է 
Վարագա լեռան վրա Սուրբ խաչափայտի մասունքը 
գտնելուն: Ավանդույթի համաձայն՝ տեսիլքով նրանց երևում է 
Սբ. Աստվածածինը և պատվիրում մեկնել Արարատյան 
երկիր` Հայաստան: Կույսերը գալիս են Վաղարշապատ: 
Ճանապարհին, Վարագա լեռան մոտով անցնելիս, Հռիփսիմեն 
Սբ. խաչափայտից մի մասունք, որը ժառանգաբար էր ստացել 
եւ միշտ կրում էր իր պարանոցին, ամփոփում է հայոց հողում: 
Այդ մասունքը հրաշքով գտնվում է 7-րդ դարում, որից հետո 
Հայ Առաքելական Եկեղեցին խաչի տոների շարքում սկսում է 
տոնել նաև Վարագա խաչի տոնը: 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The first reading is from the Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (10:18-10:11) 
For it is not those who commend themselves that are approved, but 
those whom the Lord commends. 
I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me! I 
feel a divine jealousy for you, for I promised you in marriage to one hus-
band, to present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I am afraid that as 
the serpent deceived Eve by its cunning, your thoughts will be led astray 
from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes and 
proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a 
different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the 
one you accepted, you submit to it readily enough. I think that I am not 
in the least inferior to these super-apostles.  I may be untrained in 
speech, but not in knowledge; certainly in every way and in all things 
we have made this evident to you. 
Did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you might be exalted, 
because I proclaimed God’s good news to you free of charge? I robbed 
other churches by accepting support from them in order to serve 
you. And when I was with you and was in need, I did not burden any-
one, for my needs were supplied by the friends who came from Mace-
donia. So I refrained and will continue to refrain from burdening you in 
any way.  As the truth of Christ is in me, this boast of mine will not be 
silenced in the regions of Achaia. 
 
The second reading is from the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Mark 
(10:1-12) 
He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jor-
dan. And crowds again gathered around him; and, as was his custom, he 
again taught them. 
 Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man 
to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command 
you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dis-
missal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you.  But from the 
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ For this reason 
a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He 
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries an-
other, she commits adultery.” 
 



Dear Parishioners: 
We are excited to let you know of the progress we have made in 
building the Harry and Edna Keleshian Hall.  See attached pic-
tures of the work done: location of the new playground is com-
plete, and the 18 parking spaces and the building is in progress. It 
will be ready for when we have our picnic and many activities are 
planned in this area for our children at the picnic. 
For the New Hall structure: By early-August we should be ready 
to have structure delivered to site. 
As you know we will need to raise $600,000 to complete the pro-
ject. Harry always encouraged us to donate through a matching 
process, as he firmly believed that ALL parishioners should par-
ticipate in any fund raising drive. In 2014, Harry pledged that he 
would increase his donation by 60% by matching up to 
$200,000 of any additional funds we raised for the Hall. Let¹s not lose this special 
pledge to get us to our goal. 
It is never too late to add to your donation and again we appreciate anything you can 
do to help us create this hall for our future generations.  
God bless you and your family! 

The Harry and Edna Keleshian Hall Committee 

Now you can also make your donations online by 
Credit/Debit Cards. 





CALLING ALL PARISHIONERSCALLING ALL PARISHIONERSCALLING ALL PARISHIONERS!   
The Parish Council invites you to be a part of our growing 

community!  There are so many ways to get involved at our 
thriving church!  One of the easiest ways is to host Coffee 

Hour!  
Hosting Coffee Hour is very simple and fun too!   

Please email Maria Stepanian at mstepct@gmail.com  
or call at 203-550-4897 if your are interested or have any questions.  Looking 

forward to hearing from you all!  
The Parish Council 

PASTORAL CARE: HOME AND HOSPITAL CLERGY VISIT 
Der Mesrob is always available and would like to visit homebound 
and hospitalized parishioners. If you or someone you know is ill or 

hospitalized and would like to be visited, please call Der Hayr at 
(804) 405-9399 or the church office at (914) 428-2595. Please note: 

when asked about religion at a hospital, patients should list them-
selves as “Armenian Orthodox” or “Armenian” not “other:” 

 

An Armenian woman, with Medical Degree, is looking for a service 
position in a home.  

Interested individuals please call Viola at 914-582-0809. 

 

Acolyte Training Sessions 
All boys (ages 8 and over) and girls (ages 8-12) who are interested in be-

coming altar servers are encouraged to attend the Acolyte Training Program 
that Fr. Mesrob will start in October.  

October  9 & 23; Time: 12:30 PM in the sanctuary. 
The Acolyte’s Training Program is tailored for young boys/girls who would 
like to learn to participate in the liturgical services of the Armenian Church 

as altar servers.  
We will train them to serve as acolytes on Sundays and prepare for future 

ordination as acolytes (tubeers) and later as deacons. Knowledge of Arme-
nian is not a prerequisite to join the program.  

For more information or sing up your child(ren) please talk to Fr. Mesrob.  



JUNIOR CHOIR PRACTICES 
DATES: October 2, 16, 30 

 
TIME: 12:30 PM 

PLACE: In the sanctuary 
All youth of the parish ages 5 & up   

are welcome! 

 
 
 

Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Lucine Adourian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Catherine Papalian,  
Vilma Nakashian & Ann Devejian (for quick recovery after surgery) 

as well as all the sick and recovering members  
of our community. 

May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 
grant them good health & recovery. 

 
Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 

any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 



Today 

Divine Liturgy. Sunady School is in session. 
Special thanksgiving prayer will be conducted 

for the Republic of Armenia  
at the end of the Divine Liturgy. 

 
FAMILY “FALL FAIR” & ARMENIAN PICNIC 
The flyer can be found in the Narthex and the Atrium 

September 25, 
Sunday 

Gomidasian Divine Liturgy will be sung by the 
Gomidas Choir of the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church under the direction of Kris Kalfayan. 

October 11, 
Tuesday 

Special Armenian Movie Screening at the  
Avon Theater in Stamford, CT. 
(272 Bedford St, Stamford, CT 06901 ) 

"Don't Tell Me the Boy Was Mad"   
Directed by: Robert Guédiguian and starring: Simon 

Abkarian, Ariane Ascaride, Grégoire Leprince-
Ringuet, Syrus Shahidi, 7:30 pm. 

October 22-23, 
Sat.-Sun. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
The Cultural Committee of St. Gregory is pleased to 

present our parish artists and their works.  
More information to follow.  

November 6, 
Sunday 

St. Gregory Award Banquet  
following Badarak in Tutak Hall. Details to follow. 

 
WG Food Fair & Parish Lunch 

is postponed to a later date 

November 12, 
Saturday 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Official opening of the new St. Nersess Armenian 

Seminary campus and consecration of its new chapel. 
His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and 
Catholicos of All Armenians will officiate over the 

consecration and opening ceremonies.   


