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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan, pastor 

1131 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605  /  Office: (914) 428-2595 Pastor: (804) 405-9399  
Email: Der Mesrob - fr.mesrob@yahoo.com, Office - saintgregorychurchwp@gmail.com  

Web: www.stgregorywp.com 
Office Hours in June: Monday closed, Tuesday-Thursday 9:30-1:30 pm 

Welcome to St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church! 

“Legacy of Our Martyrs: A Gift to Carry Forward” 
The Morning Service starts at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays 

and is followed by Soorp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at 10:15 a.m.  

Parish Council Members on Duty: 
Fram Cehreci, Maria Stepanian, Ann Daw 

Today’s  Scripture Readings: Galatians 6:14-18. John 3:13-21  

 

 
Today there will be no Requiem Service after Badarak.  

 ì»ñ³óáõÙÝ ê. Ê³ãÇ 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross 



ԽԱՉՎԵՐԱՑ 
Խաչվերացը Հայ Եկեղեցու հինգ տաղավար տոներից վերջինն է: Այն 
Խաչին նվիրված տոներից ամենակարևորն է, որովհետև նվիրված է 
գերությունից խաչի վերադարձի և փառաբանության հիշատակին: 
Հայաստանյայց Եկեղեցում Խաչվերացը տոնում են սեպտեմբերի 11-17-
ն ընկած ժամանակահատվածում հանդիպող կիրակի օրը:Սուրբ Խաչը 

FEAST OF EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing.   

But to us who are being saved, it is the power of God.”  (1 Corinthians 1:18) 
Every autumn, the Armenian Church celebrates the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross -- one of the five major feasts of the Church, and the most 
important of the four feasts of the Holy Cross.  Other traditional 
churches commemorate this feast on September 14 while the Armenian 
Orthodox Church celebrates it on the Sunday closest to the 14th.  
The Exaltation, known as Khachverats in Armenian, is connected with 
several historical events, each of which involves the "raising up" or glori-
fication of the cross.  Recorded in ecclesiastical chronicles and in accor-
dance with Holy Tradition, the Holy Cross was ceremoniously elevated 
only on three occasions before the faithful for veneration. The third and 
most auspicious occasion on which the Holy Cross was elevated and 
venerated was upon its return from captivity. In 610, King Khosrov of 
Persia waged war against Emperor Heracle of Byzantium, conquered 
Jerusalem, and took the Holy Cross into captivity to Persia in 614 A.D. as 
a trophy of their victory.  
The capture of the Holy Cross aroused an intense religious fervor among 
all Christians, who set aside their national interests and cultural differ-
ences, and banded together in a great crusade to recover the Cross. 
Heracle regrouped and went against the Persians again. At that time, the 
general of the Armenian troops was Mjejh Knouni who also managed to 
gather troops from Persian Armenia. Khosrov suffered a great defeat 
and the Holy Cross was returned to the Christians in 629. Its ceremoni-
ous journey from Persia to Garin, in historic Armenia and from Garin to 
Constantinople and finally back to Jerusalem was extremely emotion-
evoking; the Cross was elevated constantly along the way to provide 
spiritual comfort for the faithful. It was regarded by all Christians to be 
the sacred symbol for pious worship. 
In our church, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross takes place 
with great solemnity and includes the ritual of the Procession and Bless-
ing of the Four Corners of the Earth, or Antasdan. It is most likely that 
this particular ritual reflects the deep feeling and emotion aroused in 
Armenia when the Holy Cross was elevated and brought through it on 
its return to Jerusalem from Persian captivity. 



տոնվում է ի հիշատակ Տիրոջ խաչափայտի` պարսկական 
գերությունից Երուսաղեմ վերադարձի և Գողգոթայում կանգնեցման: 
Այստեղից էլ տոնը կոչվում է Խաչվերաց: Խաչվերաց բառը նշանակում 
է Խաչի բարձրացում: Խաչվերացն ունի Քրիստոսի Եկեղեցու 
անպարտելիության խորհուրդը, Եկեղեցի, որին «դժոխքի դռները 
չպիտի հաղթահարենե: Ուրեմն հիշենք, որ Խաչը քրիստոնյաներիս 
շնորհված չբթացող զենք է` սրբված Տիրոջ անապական արյամբ, մեր 
հույսն ու ապավենը: Այս խորհրդով էլ, երբ մենք խաչակնքում ենք, 
զորանում ենք Քրիստոսով և նրա զորության կարողությամբ, որպեսզի, 
Աստծու սպառազինությամբ զինվելով, կարողանանք ընդդիմանալ 
սատանայի հնարքներին, «որովհետև մեր պատերազմը մարմնի և 
արյան հետ չէ, այլ այս խավարի իշխանությունների, պետությունների, 
աշխարհակալների և երկնքի տակ եղող չար ոգիների հետ»: 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The first reading is from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (6:14-18) 
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For[ neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is every-
thing!  As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and 
mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From now on, let no one make trouble 
for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sis-
ters. Amen. 
 
The second reading is from the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John 
(3:13-21) 
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
“No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life.” 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.  Indeed, God did 
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.  Those who believe in him are not con-
demned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they 
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  And this is the judg-
ment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For all who do evil hate the 
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.  
But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that their deeds have been done in God.”  



Dear Parishioners: 
We are excited to let you know of 
the progress we have made in 
building the Harry and Edna Ke-
leshian Hall.  See attached pictures 
of the work done: location of the 
new playground is complete, and 
the 18 parking spaces and the build-
ing is in progress. It will be ready 
for when we have our picnic and many activities are planned in this area for our chil-
dren at the picnic. 
For the New Hall structure: By early-August we should be ready to have structure 
delivered to site. 
As you know we will need to raise $700,000 to complete the project. Harry always 
encouraged us to donate through a matching process, as he firmly believed that ALL 
parishioners should participate in any fund raising drive. In 2014, Harry pledged that 
he would increase his donation by 60% by matching up to $200,000 of any addi-
tional funds we raised for the Hall. Let¹s not lose this special pledge to get us to our 
goal. 
It is never too late to add to your donation and again we appreci-
ate anything you can do to help us create this hall for our future 
generations.  
God bless you and your family! 

The Harry and Edna Keleshian Hall Committee 

Now you can also make your donations online by 
Credit/Debit Cards. 



Harry and Edna Keleshian Hall progress pictures 
Framing of the New Hall is in progress. 

15 Years Later – September 11 Remembered  
On September 11, 2001, the life of every American 
was changed forever. This Sunday marks the 15th 
anniversary of that horrific day. We remember sol-

emnly, the over 3000 innocent victims who perished 
at the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and in 

Pennsylvania.  
As we go about our daily lives, take a few moments 
and say a prayer for those fallen at the hands of evil 

and their families  
who continue to suffer with their loss.  

On this anniversary, we pray for comfort and peace worldwide.  
Asdvadz hokeeneen loosavoreh. 

We want to express our deepest gratitude to Zaven Tachdjian for his 
oversight and managing the construction activities.  

Without his active involvement and commitment  
we wouldn't be seeing the progress to date. 



 IT’S HARVEST TIME 
It is time to remember those housed in shelters right here 
in our own town. Please be generous with non-perishable 

items to fill our local food pantries.   
Thank you and God bless you! 

Gail Keyishian, Outreach Committee 



Today, please take a moment to remember in your prayers  
Lucine Adourian, Arshaluys Kaleli, Gale Perzigian,  

Catherine Papalian, Vilma Nakashian (she recovers after the surgery) 
as well as all the sick and recovering members  

of our community. 
May God touch His faithful servants with His healing hand, and 

grant them good health & recovery. 
 

Please inform Der Hayr if you have friends or family who are suffering 
any physical or spiritual distress and are in need of prayer, and he will add 
them to his prayer list where they will be remembered before “the Holy and 

Immortal Lamb of God” during the Eucharist.  
We all need prayer – both to say for others and to be said for us. 

 

An Armenian woman, with Medical Degree, is looking for a service 
position in a home.  

Interested individuals please call Viola at 914-582-0809. 

 

SCHEDULE FOR PICNIC FOOD PREP 
On behalf of the Women's Guild of St. Gregory the Enlightener,  

the volunteer's schedule for PICNIC food prep help is: 
Tuesday-9/13 thru  Saturday-9/17 

 All sessions start at 10:00am.  Kindly contact Yn. Dawn Kasparian  
(914) 632-3024, to sign-up and/or with any questions. 

 



Today 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  
Antasdan Service 

After Badarak, the order of Antasdan will take place, when the 
four corners of the earth are blessed with a cross decorated with 
sweet basil. Basil is considered a royal spice -- in Greek it means 
“king.” At the end of today’s service, faithful are invited to come 
forward to kiss the Holy Cross and take sprigs of basil home with 

them as tokens of Christ’s Victory. 
 

First day of Sunday School.  
Registration & School opening. 

 
Special Parish Assembly, 1:00 PM 
The details are inside of the bulletin.  

 
Junior Choir Sign Up for ages 5 and up. 

September 17, 
Saturday 

First day of Armenian School.  
Registration & School opening. 

September 18, 
Sunday 

FAMILY “FALL FAIR” & ARMENIAN PICNIC 
The flyer can be found in the Narthex and the Atrium.  

September 25, 
Sunday 

Gomidasian Divine Liturgy will be sung by the 
Gomidas Choir of the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church under the direction of Kris Kalfayan. 

October 8, 
Saturday 

Postponed Woman's Retreat  
At St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 

November 12, 
Saturday 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Official opening of the new St. Nersess Armenian 

Seminary campus and consecration of its new chapel. 
His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and 
Catholicos of All Armenians will officiate over the 

consecration and opening ceremonies.   


