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St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church of White Plains, New York will host the 116th Diocesan Assembly and Clergy Conference of the Eastern Diocese from April 30th through May 5th, 2018.
In keeping with tradition, we will publish a booklet celebrating the 116th Diocesan Assembly, which
will be distributed at the Gala Banquet on Friday May 4, 2018. We would like you to be a part of
this Celebratory Booklet.
Each year our Diocese pays tribute to individuals who have made an indelible mark and significant
impact on our local church communities and on issues affecting Armenians nationally. This year we
are privileged to introduce the following honorees:
Toros Mangassarian, a long-time, active member of St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church,
will be honored as Armenian Church Member of the Year.
Stephen D. Smith, Executive Director of the Shoah Foundation, which preserves and disseminates
first-hand accounts of Genocide Survivors and Witnesses, will be honored as Friend of the
Armenians. (Biographies of the honorees are enclosed)
Attached to this letter is a Celebratory Booklet donation form. The form specifies donation levels
with commensurate recognition formats and amenities associated with your donation. A portion of
all donations received from the Celebratory Booklet will be contributed to the Fund for Armenian
Relief (FAR). Join us and add your name to the booklet! We hope you will participate in making
this event a success.
Additionally, 2018 marks the 50th Anniversary and Golden Jubilee of the consecration of St.
Vartan’s Armenian Cathedral. Happily, this anniversary celebration coincides with this year’s
Diocesan Assembly. We are honored and humbled that His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians will attend the Gala Banquet on Friday, May 4th. His Holiness will bestow the St. Vartan Gold Medal on Nazar and Artemis Nazarian in recognition of their
lifelong dedication and commitment to the Armenian Church both in the United States and throughout the Diaspora. Also, Mr. Nazarian will be recognized as one of the original Godfathers of the
consecration of St. Vartan’s Cathedral. On Sunday, May 6th, the Golden Jubilee weekend will culminate with a Pontifical Divine Liturgy followed by a requiem service for the departed founders and
leaders of our beloved St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral.
We appreciate your support and we are confident that together, Under One Roof, we will make the
2018 Clergy Conference and Diocesan Assembly a memorable event for our clergy, delegates and
friends.
Prayerfully,

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Hovsepyan

Maria Stepanian

Pastor

Assembly Committee Chair
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Biographies of Our Honorees
Toros Mangassarian will be the recipient of the Armenian Church member of the year award. Toros
Mangassarian and his family have been residents of Westchester County for nearly 40 years. He has
been an active parishioner, a parish council member, and supporter of our Church since he moved to the
United States in the 1970’s. Toros Mangassarian exemplifies the giving spirit of our community with
his continuous generosity toward Armenian causes, both locally and abroad. Among many organizations, Toros is a benefactor to St. Nersess Armenian Seminary and donor to the Diocesan Legacy Endowment and the Annual Appeal, as well as various causes in Armenia through the AGBU, FAR, and
the Armenia Fund. He serves as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Nitron Group Corp., a global
trading firm specializing in chemical and agricultural fertilizers he established in 1982, which reflects
Toros’ 40 years of experience innovating and shaping the global fertilizer markets. In his humble and
discreet manner, Toros Mangassarian has been a staunch supporter of institutions that aim to preserve
the Armenian faith and culture in the U.S.
Stephen D. Smith, Ph.D. will the recipient of the Friend of the Armenian Award. He serves as Executive Director of the Shoah Foundation, the Institute for Visual History and Education at the University of
Southern California (USC). Dr. Smith, an Adjunct Professor of Religion at USC, also holds the
UNESCO Chair on Genocide Education. In his role, Dr. Smith collaborates with genocide researchers
and educators around the world to develop educator training and multidisciplinary programs that foster
learning about the causes and effects of mass violence. In April 2010, the Shoah Foundation signed an
agreement with filmmaker Dr. J. Michael Hagopian and the Armenian Film Foundation to preserve and
disseminate Dr. Hagopian’s collection of filmed interviews of survivors and witnesses of the Armenian
Genocide. With the help of the Armenian Film Foundation, the Shoah Foundation has been digitizing
and indexing the raw footage of nearly 400 interviews conducted by Dr. Hagopian to make them searchable as testimonies in the Visual History Archive. Armenian Genocide Museum & Institute, AGMI, will
collaborate with the Shoah Foundation on research and educational projects and explore the possibility
of expanding the Armenian Genocide Collection with new or existing testimony.
Nazar and Artemis Nazarian will be the recipients of the St. Vartan Gold Medal in connection with
the celebration of St. Vartan Cathedral’s 50th anniversary. Mr. and Mrs. Nazarian and their family
have been long-time benefactors of many Armenian causes, including the Tekeyan Cultural Association,
the Armenian General Benevolent Union, Armenian Schools in California and Beirut, Camp Nubar, St.
Nersess Armenian Seminary, Echmiadzin’s Chancellary Building, Yerevan’s Radiology Center, and, of
course, the Eastern Diocese and St. Vartan Cathedral. Mr. Nazarian was a benefactor of St. Vartan Cathedral’s construction and acted as a godfather at its consecration. Mr. and Mrs. Nazarian’s contributions are innumerable and the results can be found in all corners of our community.

